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ADVERTISEMENT. 



A Collection of Persian Tales, written er- 

preuly Jor the itnprovancnt of young Students^ 
accompanied with an English translation, is now 
submitted to the candour of the Public, 

The kamedOrientaUst will dllm^ that^ torender 
into English such su^e8s with any degree of 
success, is no pleasant or easy task, on account of 
the difficulty of accommodating the sense to a dif- 
ferent uUom, so as to preserve the spirit of the 
original, and at the same time avoid the ridicu- 
lous extremes of insipidity or bombast; and, there^ 
fore, such a critic will readily grant indulgence . 

0 

to a translation, which pretends to no merit but 
that of faithfulness and perspicuity. 
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In the Name of the most meidful God! 



After bestowing every kind of eulogy and praise 
on the Creator of heaven and earth, we proceed to 
set forth the nature and true intent qf these pages, 
which is this. The narrations, tales, and fables of 
Hazenit Nekhshel^, (the mercy of the Ahnighty rest 
upon him !) in the Tootinameh, or Tales of a Parrot, 
being composed In a difficult and abstruse style^ 
Mahonmied Kadeiy (may God amend his condition!) 
for the sake of distinctness and illustration, and in 
Older to render them inteUigibie to all descriptions oj 
men, has written them in familiar and easy language, 
«o as to comprise the epistolary style and ordinary 
conversation befitting persons of high rank. This is 
one of the above-mentioned Tales. 




Digitized by Goo^^Ic 



V 



/^•^ ^' )-/{ A. ;^ >^ -* ^ 
/— ^» ^ ;/> *^ C'^'^ '•'*^« 

Cf^jfh'^i O^. 



Diyitizeo by Google 



10 



TALE THE FIRST. 

Of the Birth of Miemun ; and of Khojisteh 

falling in love,^ 

One of the princes of fbnner dmes^ whose name 
was Ahmed Sultaun^ possessed much riches and ef- 
fects, mih'z numerous army, so that one hundred 
thousand horses, hfteen hundred chains of elephants, 
and nine hundred strings of camels of burthen, stood 
ready at his gate, fiut he had no children, neither 
son nor daughter. He therefore continually visited 
the worshippers of God, to enga^ their intercessmi 
in Ms favour; and day and night, morning and 
evening, was himself offering up prayers for a son. 
After some time had passed in this maimer, the Creator 
of heaven and earth bestowed on the aforesaid kmg a 
son, of beautiful form, his countenance resplendent as 
the sun, and his foreliead resembling the moon. From 
the delight occasioned by this event, the heart of Ah- 
med Sultaun expanded like a new-blown rose; he be- 
stowed many thousand rupees and buns, or pagodas, 
on dervieshes and Meers: for three months con- 
tinuance. 



Digitized by Google 



4 




u 

) )/ J j»;(mi ^ 

^^"^ )^ J^^; 

^ >v. wC ji/ > 



t. 



Digitized by Google 



tl 

dnuaooe^ the omrab, viziers^ sages^ learned men, and 
teachers in the city, were feasted; and he gave away 
costly dresses. When the ahove^mentioned son ar- 
riiied at the age of seven years> he was placed under 
the direction of a master, perfectly versed in eieiy 
kind of knowledge. 

In a short time he read the alphabet, with the 
Amudnameh, or conjugations of verbs, and ly degrm . 
the Insha Herkeren, the Guhstan, Jamniia ul Kewar 
neen, Jnsha Abulsezul, Insha Yousefy, with the Rukaat 
Jami; and acquired complete skUi in tbe Arabic and 
Persian sciences. He also learnt the ceremanies to 
be observed in the royal council, as well as the rules 
for coiwersation and deportment at an imperial ban- 
quet ; and met with approbation in the sig^t of die 
king, and all the nobles of the court 

His father called him Miemun, or auspidoos, and 
married him to a wife, whose body was fm as the siU 
ver moon, and her countenance enlnmh^ as Ae sun. 
The name of this lady was Khojisteh, or prosperous. 
Between Miemun and Khojisteh there was such exces- 
sive intimaqr, friendship, and affectiogn, that every day, 
from evening till morning, they were inseparable : 
they slept in one place, and always sat together. One 

day 
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day Miemun rode in a paikee to take a mnr of the 

market-place^ where he beheld a person standing with 
a panot-cage in his hand. Miemun said to the par- 
lot^seller. Tell me what is the price of this bird> 
The parrot-seller answered, " The price of it is 
the sum of a thousand buns/* Miemun replied, 
'* The person who could give so large a sum of 
money for a handful of feathers, and a cat's morsel, 
must be an ignorant blockhead/* To this, the parrot- 
seDer was unable to give an answer. At that 
intervalj the parrot thoiight thus to itself, " If this 
rich man does not purchase me, his refusal will oc- 
casion evil and misfortune ; for it is only by asso- 
ciating with great and mtelligent minds, that the 
understandmg can be improved.** Then the parrot 
thus rejoined : " Oh beauteous youth i endowed 
with riches, and master of every accomplishment, al- 
though I appear in joursight nothing but a hand- 
ful of feathers, yet, through the power of wisdom 
and knowledge, I can soar above the sky; and 
the eloquent are struck with wonder, and are asto* 
nislied on listening to my sweet discourses. The 
ineanest art diat I possess is, that any acdon of past 
time, or to come, 1 know at present : the business 

C of 
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of to-morrow i am acquainted with to-day. Now, 
instance^ the caravans of Cabul will come to this 
d^, and buy all the spikenard that is in it. Do you 
purchase all the spikenard in the place; hoard it up, 
and sell it after the arrival of these, travelling mer- 
chants, from which traiSic you will derive consider- 
able advantage/* Kfiemun, having heard, understood 
and approved the words of the parrot, gave die 
owner a thousand huns, the price of the bird; and 
having bought it, carried it to his own house. . He 
sent for all the spikenard in the city, and asked the 
seOers the price thereof. The spikenard dealers 
said, The price of the whole is ten thousand 
huns.'' Ill the same hour he paid the aToresaid 
sum from his own treasuiy, and purchased the spike- 
nard, which he stored up in one of his palaces* 
The diird day, according as the parrot had predicted, 
the people of the caravan of Cabul arrived, and - 
made great search amongst the merchants and tra- 
ders, but could nowhere find out any spikenard, be- 
cause Miemun had bought tiie whole of that ardcle 

C 2 in 
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in the city. The people of the caravan came into 
the presence of Miemun^ and having bought the 
spikenard for the sum of fif^ thousand huns, set 
out for their own ci^. At length Mianun was 
much pleased and delighted with the conversation of 
the parrot^ and bought another bird called a sharuk^ 
or mina, with the view that, by jidadng it in com- 
pany with the parrot^ the mind of the latter might 
he freed from the irksomeness of scriitode; according 
to the saying of the sages. 

*' Kind fly widi kind, pigeon with pigeon, hawk 
with hawk " 

The intention of Miemun in placing the sharuk 
along with the parrot, was, that these birds might be 
mutually pleased with the company of each other. 
One day Miemun said to Khojisteh, " I am now 
going to perform a journey to a cerUm country, 
*^ and sludl also make a voyage in order to visit 
" several . ports. Whenever you have business to 
transact, or any weighty affaur occurs, carry your 
intentions into execution, without the advice and 
consent of the parrot and the sharuk.'* After speak- 
ing to this purport, he commenced his journey. 

Khojisteh 
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Khojisteh expressed great sorrow at the departure 
of Miemun; and being separated from the possesser 
of her heart, she neither slept during the night, nor 
ate in die day. To be brief, the parrot dispelled 
the sorrows of her heart, by relating pleasant sto- 
ries. At the expiration of six months, one day - 
Khojistehi after having bathed herself, and adorned 
her person, was looking out of a window at the top 
of the house into the street; when a prince of 
another country, who had travelled into this city, 
having beheld the glowing cheeks of Khojisteh, was 
distracted with love ; and Khojisteh also was fisisci- 
nated at the sight of the prince. The same hour 
the prmce sent a procuress to Khojisteh, privately, 

. with a message, that provided she would only take 
the trouble to visit his house any night, for four 
hours, he, in return for this condescension, would 
present her with a ring estunated at alack ofhuns. 

' At first, however, she did not agree to his proposal: 
but at length the instigatbns of the procuress 

vailed; 



Digitized by Goo^^Ic 



I 



/I 

^ U^^^, c'Vl^;^ 

C/r? •)/ fi*'^ 



Digitized by Google 



p 



16 

vaiied ; and she returned lum kix answer^ that as 
day reveals, and night casts a veil over our actio?is, » - 
shd would wait upon the prince after midnight* 
£arlj at night, after having arrayed herself in her finest . 
and best apparel, she repaired to the shanik, and 
sitting down in a chair, thus reflected in her ipind: 

m 

** Because I am woman, and the sharuk is also a 
female, she will certainly listen to my words on the 
present occasion, and give me leave to .visit the 
** prince." With this persuasion, she represented to 
the sharuk all the partipular circumstances qf het 
case* The sharuk advised her, sajfingf " You 
** must not commit such an action, which is con- 
^ sideted amongst your tribe as most heinous and 

disgraceful." But as love had now gained the * 
as^dancy over Khojisteh, the sharuk^s refusal threw 
her into a rage. Seizing the bird fast by bodi legs, 
she pulled her out of her cage, and stiruck her 
against the ground with such violence that the soul 
took flight from the body, and she expired. Then, 
full of wrath and indignation, she came to the 

D parro^ 
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parrot, to whom she represented all her own deshes* 
with the particulars conoeming the sharuL The 
parrot was endowed with understanding, and thought 
to himself: " If I refuse my consent, and raise ob- 
jections like the shanik, I shall n/so be mur* 
dered.** After making this reflecdon, he thus 
addressed himself to Khojisteh, in the softest tone 

m 

imaginable: The sharuk was a female, manj of 
whom are deficient in wisdom ; for which reascm, 
those who are wise themselves, ought not to re- 

veal their secrets to any of the sex. Be not 
^ now unea^ or unsetded in your mind; for, as 
long as my soul continues m my body, I will exert 

my endeavours in this business of yours, and will 
" gratiiy your iuclinations, . Gcxl forbid it sliould 
^ actuaUjf so happen! fo/ if thb secret of yours 

should be divulged, and your husband hear of it, 

'' I will make peace and tianquillity between you and 

^ hun, like the parrot of Fenikh Beg." Khojisteh 
asked, What is die stoiy of the parrot of Ferukh 
Beg? Tell it at full length, and you will oblige 
^ me." 

J Xbft 
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The' parrot replied^ In a certain oountiy was 

'* a merchant, named Ferukh Beg, in whose house 
was a sagadous parrot This merchant, having 
" occasion .to travel, gave in charge to the par- 
rot all his goods and chattels, and also his ^e. 
After which he set out on his journey, in order 
^ to trade in difierent countries; and continued 
^ absent some time, transacting his oommeidal 
concerns. Shortly after his departure, his 
** wife became acquainted and enamoured with a 
** young Moghul. *£very night she introduced this 
young Moghul into her house; they slept in one 
bed, and continued together m the same apart- 
^' ment till moniing. Tlic parrot saw these pro- 
^* ceedings, and bverbeard all their ccmversation ; 
** however he was as secret as if iic had neither 
" seen nor heard. At the expiration of a year and 
^ a half the merchant returned home, and inquired 
^ of the parrot all the particulars concerning his 
household. The parrot informed the merdiant 
of all the aflfairs of his house ; but did not tell 
*^ any circumstances conoming the woman, because 
** it would have occasioned a separation between man 
and wife. At the ezpiratioD of a fortnight, the 

" mer^ 
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*' merchant was greatly astonished to hear from the 
tongue of a strangier all the circumstances regard- 

" mg his wife and the young Moghul ; accordmg 
to what the sages have said, — ^that musk and kve 
cannot he concealed. In short the merchant was 

" enraged at his wife, reproved and punished her. 
The wife naturally suspected the parrot of having 

** discovered to her husband ail her pranks; and thus 

** believing the parrot her enemy, she took an op- 
^portunij^ at midnight of plucking off the bird*s 
feathers; and, flinging him oiitof doors, call- 
ed oiU to the male and female slaves of the 

" family, that a cat had carried away the parrot. 
The woman concluded in her own mind that the 
parrot was dead; but although he had been greatly 
injured by the fell, still some life remained ; and 
at the expiration of an hour the parrot^s body re- 
covered a litde strength and power of motion. 

** Near the place was a buiying-ground, whither the 

" parrot repaired, and remained some days in the 
hoUow part of a tomb. He fasted all day, and 
came out of the hole at, night; and, as travellers 
were used to alight in this burying-ground, and 

there 
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Acre eat their victuals^ during the night the panot 
picked up their leavings^ and then^ taking a drink 
of water> returned into his hole in the morning. 
After some time^ all the parrot's feathers having 
begun to gro^ again, he was able to fly a short 
distance, just froin one tOQib to another, and then 
" perching hin^self : and ii^ ate suqh seeds as he could 
. " discover. Early in the morning after that night 
.* on which the parrot departed, the merchant got 
out of bed, and came to the cage, when, seeing, 
*^ that the parrot was not in it, he cried out aloud, 
and threw his turband on the ground, being greatly 
^* troubled in mind. He was so enraged at his wife,, 
that he separated her from his bed and board; and, 
giving no credit to her protestations, drove her out 
^' of iiib house. The wife thought to herself, as I 
f am repudiated by my husband, all the people of 
^ ihe town will speak ill of me ; therefore, it is most 
adviseable for me to repair to the burying-grpund 

E '* adjoining 
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^* adjoming to the houses and ex^ fiir wantof iqod' 

and sleep. Summariiy she wept to the biuying- 
ground^ and fasted one daj. At mght the parrot 
called out firai his hol^ Owpman! shavealltfae 

** hair off your head and body with a razor^ and 
icinam forty days m the bufying-ground without 
food, when I will pardon all the sms you have 
committed during the whole course of your Uk, 
and. will make peace between you and your hus- 

" band. The woman was astonished at hearing this 
voice, and tfioug^ to benelf, ootainly Iheie is in 
the buiying-ground the tomb of some pious, just 
aid upright man, who will absolve me from my 
sinsy and restore peace and concord between me 
and my husband. Then, under this persuasion, 

" she shaved all the hair off her bead and body, and 
^ / " continued some time longer in the burying-ground. 

^ One day the panot came out of the hole or tomb 

** before described, and said» 0 woman! thou, with- 

■ 

*' out having committed arty fault, pluckedst out 
^* my feathers, and afilicted me grievously. It is 
" well thou bast executed what my stars had ordaioed. 

However, 
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** However, I have eaten your salt, and from that con- 
^* sideration will act well and friendly by you> because 
am the purchased parrot of your lord» and thou 

art my lady. I spoke the woids which came to 

you from the hole ia the tomb ; namefy, that I 
" will unite you to your hubband. Be assured of 
*^ my fidelity, and that I am not a back-biter» that I 
" should have told your faults to your h.usband; but, 
^ on the cotUrary, 1 have preserved my allegiance to 

your bread and salt. jBehold^ even now 1 am 
** gomg to your husband, and will reconcile him to 

you. The parrot, having spoken tbese words^ went . 

to his master's house, and, standing before hm, . 

made obdsance, imploring >^ hm the bless- 

ing .of long life, and increase of riches. The . 
^ master asked. Who art thou, and from whence do 
^ you come? Then recollecting the bird, he said, 
" Where have you; been for some time past, and. in ^ 
" what man'-s house have you dwelt } Tell me 
** every item of your stoiy. The bird answered, I 

am your old parrot, whom a cat'took out of the 
" cage, and imprisoned in her belly. The master 
" asked. How was you restored to life again? The 

** parrot 
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t 

^.p^nol iepUed,T<m drove ftomyoiirhfwtesw 

'^nocent wife, who theretipon retired to thecepiejieiff^ 
^ and, aflor she had ftHed forty days with great grief 
and hunentation, the Almigh^, in commiseratioa 
of her ooDcBtbn, restored me to life, and said, 
^* 0 parrotl gopjbii^ noi^t husband, and make 
peace between ^th^ ; be thou even an evidence 
^ ki diis cause. ^ llie biid*s master fidt the faroe 
" of theielalion. The, sum of the story is this: 
^ he departed |ram Us hous^ and, having mounted 
^' a horsoi came to his wife;, and said« Alas, mj 
*' love! I have persecuted you, widioutyour having 
^ ^jommitfed any fiuilt ; but nm pardon my trans- 
gression. Then he brought his wife home, and 
from thai 6me they lived together in perfect bar- 
mcmy and good understandmg, in the full enjoy- 
^ ment of love and delight.*' 

Miemun*s parrot thus finished the tale of die 

• 

inerchanfs parrot, and sud to Khcjbteh, Arise quick- 
ly, and go tp the prince, that your promise may not 
be broken and violated. If, which God forbid! your 
husband gds injelligaioe hereof, I am ready to 

establish 
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establish peace and friendship, like the merchant s 
. parrot. Khojisteh^ delighted at these words, was 
fcady to go to the prince ; but, at that instant die 
dawn beginning to appear, she postponed her depar- 
tuie. As Khqjisteh had kept awake all night to 
hear the stoxy, she now retired, and reposed herself 
onherbed. 
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TALE THE SECOND. 

The Fidelity of a Sentinel towards the 
King of Teberistaru 

AVhEN the day was entirely fipent» and night ar- 

rived> Khojisteh arose from the costly couch ; and 
havuig called for different kmds of ibod» and various 
fruits, ate thereof. She composed her oountenanoe 
taith a benignity re^blingfhe moon ; and» having 
adjusted her Ado^atdre^ and put on apparel of ricii 
brocade, caine to the parrot for permission to visit * 

The parrot said to her> Be cheerful, without 
thinking or contriving, for I will be zealous and- 

^ active in your cause, and be the means d intro- 
ducing you to the prince's presence ; but you, 

*^ Khojisteh^ must preserve for him, in your mind, 
suchixiendship, benevolence, ardour, and affection. 
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^ as $hall equal the attachment and iidelitjr which a 
^* sentinel in the service of the king of Teberistan 

** maintained in his heart towards tiiat monarch, 

■ 

^ and> in rewatd thereof, acquired pro^rity.*' 

Rhojisteh asked, Of what nature, and after 
what manner is the story of the king of Teberistan? 
" Belate it at M length" 

The parrot said, " Men of former time$, the 
^ sages of antiquity ha?e thus related: — Once upon 
a time the king of Teberistan prepared such a 
^' banquet and oonrivial meedng as equalled paradise. 
*^ At this feast were displayed ihe most exquisite and 
*' dehcious viands, the choicest liquors, and all sorts 
qS roasted meats ; there were present all the priilcesi^ 
** nobili^, sages, and learned doctors, belonging to 
" the city, who did eat of the victuals, and, anun^si 
" the rest, of the roasts, and they drank of the li-* 
*' quors. 

' - Suddenly a man, who was a stranger, entered 
the place. The nobles of the court inquired who 
he was, and from whence he came } He an- 
swered, I am a giadiatoTi and a lion-catcher, I 
" profess the art of archery, in which I am such an 
adept, that I can drive my arrow through a bard 

*' stoue ; 
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" stone ; and besides this, I know many other Tala<- 

^ able arts and mjsteries. I first engaged in the 
^ service of Ameer Khojend, but he knew not 
the value of my skill ; for which reason, having 
** quitted his employ, I am now come to the king 
" of Teberistan. The king of Teberistan, havmg 
heard his speech, conunanded his courtiers to en- 
^ tertain the man in the capadty of a guard or sen* 
tinel ; when, inunediately, in conform!^ to the 
king's command, they recehred him into the ser- 
*' vice : and this sentmel kept watch every night, 
standing on one leg, with his eyes fixed on the 
^ royal palace. 

One night the king was walking, till after raid- 
^ night, on die roof of the palace ; and, afier lookmg 
*^ about on all sides, cast his eyes below, when he 
saw a man standing on one leg : the king inquired 
*\ his name, and why he was standmg in this man- 
^ ner at midnight ? He answered, I am the sent!- 
nd, watch, or guard, in charge of the king s palace, 
and for some days have stood on one leg, in ear* 
nest expecLaiion of his majesty's august presence. 
^ To-night, thioi^ the aid and assistance of fortune, 

''and 

« 
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^ and Ihestars^ khasbeen i&y good bickto behold 
" his majesty's grapes in perfection, and I am greatly 

delighted oa the ocx:asion, 

Doring this oonmsatkm, the lung 

issuing fiom Ac wUds and deserts^ which said^ I am 
^ going, who is the man that will cause me to retara 
" back? The king was astonished at hearing this 

noise, and asked the sentinel whether he had re- 

marked it The sentinel replied^ I ha?e heard 
" this noise several nights, but my duty requires my 
** attendance on my post, and, for that reason^ I hm 

not inquired about it ; bul now, if your majesty 
*' gives me orders, I will ascertain what the noise is 

with all possible expedition, and report it to the 

court, peq)led i>y the slaves of the most iioly 
*^ law*. The king rejoined. Go ! and having learnt 

the meaning of the cause, convey the intelligence 
*' to the scat of holjnessf. 

The sentinel instandy departed ; and the king^ 
V after havmg covered all liis body and face with a 



* This hyperbolical phrase sigmBes nothing more than 
" the king's presence/' 

t This aiio signifies " the king's presence," 

G "bhck 
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hbck blanket followed atashoU distance; when 
be saw^ staiuimg on the road, a beautiful woman, 
crying out, I am going ! who is die man diat will 

^' cause .me to turn back ? The sentinel addressed 
her, saymg, Who art thou, 0 woman possessing 
such ej^quisite beau^ and delicacy of form ! and , 

'* why dost thou utter those words ? The woman 
set forth, I am the representation and emblem of 
the king of Teberistan's life, the term of which 

** being come to a period, 1 am now about to de- 
part. The sentinel said, 0 thou emblem of the 
king's life ! by what means art thou to be pre- 
vailed on to return back ? The figure replied. If 
thou, 0 sentinel ! wilt give tlie life of your own 

*' son in exchange for that of the king, I will certainly 
return, in order that the king may live some time - 

" longer in the world, and not die iipmediately. The 
king and the sentinel experienced satisfaction and 
delight on hearing these words from the figiiic. 
The. senGnel replied. My own life, with that of 
my son, I will devote;, ofer and bestow, to proloi^ 

"Ws 
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ius majesty's days ; do you taiiy and dday one.. 
*' hpur, till I can go to my house and bring my son, 
and sacrifice him in your presence. 
. " Briefly— The seotioel went to his own house, . 

*^ and told his son all the circumstances. The son, 

■ 

" being loyal, made this declaration^ His- majesty is 

^ just and equitable, affectionate to his subjects, and 
kind to strangers ; theexisteneeofsuch a monarch 
causes, and wiU secure, the prosperity of the king* 
doni, and the happiness of his people. I ha?C 
learnt the foUowiag lesson fiom my tutor, (on 

" whom be the mercy of Qod !) and which he taught 
to all the children of the school : That if, in order 
ta avert the destruction of a just king, the minis* 
ters of state were to put to death a man from 
amongst his subjects, it is not to be accounted a 

** sin or transgression ; because, if a good monarch is 

I 

rescued from death, and contbiued in sa&ty»hepie- 

serves in tranquillity thousands who are under his 
** dominion : God. forbid that this just king should 
die, lest he may be succeeded by a tyrant, through 

" whose cruelty and oppression thousands of mankind 
might perish, and the whole kingdom become a 

' ' desert! 
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''desert! It is therefore fit and expedient that yoa 
take me quickly, and put me to death. 

After this resabuion, the sentinel carried hii * 
** son to the phantom, and having bound his hands 
" and feet> took in his hand a sharp kmfe^ and stooped 
down to cut his son's throat ' At this junctuie 
^ the phantom anested the sentinel's hand, saying; 
Do not u -^rihce your son! The Ahnighty, bemg 
satisfied with your intention^ is gracious, and hath 
'' commaiided me to remain nxty years longer. 

The sentinel, on hearing these glad tidings, was 
filled with joy and delight. The king, who had 
seen fiom a distance ail the acts and deeds of the 
'' ^ther and his son, was highly pleased; and getting 
*^ the ^tart of the sentinel, repaired quickly to the 
'' roof of the palace, and Aen walked about in Ae 
'' same manner as before. — Half an hour afterwards 
*' the sentinel appeared in the kmg's presence, the 
treasury of munificence, and then performing the 

usual 
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the following salutation: — ^Long life, wealth, peace, 
" and spfendour ttte&d the tnonaich of the world ! 
^ The king oonunanded turn to relate and explain the 

meaning of the noise» The sentmel Added his 

arms on his bosom in token of respect, and thus 
^ addnsMd himself to the preienoe aboonding with 

met€ies:-^'A bttutiiul and elegant ivoman finduig 

* her husband's ill treatment insupportable, forsook 
' hisholue, and was sittingonthegnnind making this 
' lamentation. I approached her, and, by speaking 

* in soft and cokidliatmg terms^ tempered with tnifli* 

* haverestored peaceand good miderstanding between 
' her and the husband; and now the woman has pro- 
' mised, bargained^ and zip&eA, never again to quit 

* his house for the space of sixty years.* 

^ The king, having $een» (X)mprehended^ and ap* 
proved of his lojralt^ and good conduct, disooveied 
** himself, saying. At the time you went from hence, 
I followed you, and have seen and heard all that 

■ 

passed betwifen you, the woman, and your son, tea- 

" tifying lire attachment, affection, and loyalty of both. 

H "This 
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llus b my detenninatioii: hitherto fou have been 
. *^ poor and needy^ so that your mmd hqs been trou- 
, bled and perplexed ; but trust in God ibr the fii- 

txxro, and be easy and happy ; for, with the divine 
^ assistancey I wiO make jou jkik, and promote yoQ. 

to high dignity. 

■ 

" Then the king retired, and reposed himself on 
^ a couch. When the true dawn shone forth, the 
^' king, being seated on his throne^ commanded the 
ministers of state to require the attendance of ail 
" the omrah, viziers, sages, and governors of pro- 
" vinoes throughout the empire ; and, before all per- 
sons present at the council of state, appointed the 
sentinel his vicegerent, and committed to his care 
all the locks and keys of his treasury, &c/* 

By the time the parrot had made an end of the 
story of the king of Teberistan, the true dawn had 
appeared, and the sun was risen and shone forth ; 

on 
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PD which account Khojisteh's departuie was deferred; 

and having been kept all night without sleep, hear- 
ing the stoiy^ she retired^ and reposed heiself on a 
velvet couch. 



re 
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TALE THE TfflRD. 

Tlie CMdsmith and the Carpenter; and the 
Theft and . Concealment of the Golden 
Images. 

ViTllEN the sun was se^ and the moon risen^ Kho- 

jisteb, having covered herself with gold and jewels^ 
went to the panot, and said, *^ Give me leave to tc- 

pair to my sweet-heart to-night." The parrot 
answered^ I gave you permisrion the first night, 

why do you loiter till now? but it is not advise* 
" able that you should go and appear before the man 

bedecked in these ornaments^ lest he may covet 
*^ them, and quit his affection for yQu ; just as the 

goldsmith^ who coveted the carpenter*s gold, and 

abandoned a friendship of many years standing. ' 
Khojisteh having desired to hear the detail of the 
stDiy, the panot repeated it as follows: 

^ "In 
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In a certain city there had subsisted such&iend- 
^ ship, between a goldsmith and a carpenter^ that 
" eveiy person who saw them ima^ned them to be 

brothers. Once on a time they undertook a jour-. 
" n^ together, and on their arrival at a certain dty 
* were much distressed for the means of defraying 
^ then* expences. They said to each odier;» As Aere 

is in the city an idol temple^ wherein are many 
** golden images, it is adviseable that we feign our- 

selves Brahmins, and, entering into the service of 
^ the ^mple, perform our devotions, till we can find 

a convenient opportunity for stealing some of the 

images. Then both liaving entered the temple, 
^ they began to worship. 

The other firahmins, beholding their mode of 
'** worshipping, were so much ashamed that every 

day one or two Brahmins left the temple, and did 

not return ; and if any person questioned them 
^ why they had done so, th^ would say. Because we 
^ men are not able to perform the ceremonies in 
*^ the manner that these two persons go through 
** them ; on vAaxii account we fed shame. After 
^ some days the temple was entirely, deserted by the 
^' Brahmins, no person remaming but the goldsmith 
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^' and the carpenter. One night the goldsmith and 
the carpenter seized all the unages^ and set out for 
their owa city. 
^ When fliey arrivM in the neighbourhood of 
' " their own citfi they buried the images under a 

*' tree, and then went to tlieir respective homes. 
One night the goldsmMi went alone, and carried all 

" the images to his own house. In the morning 
he exdiumed s^nst the carpenter, saying; Thief I 
thou hast forgotten our long firiendshipy and stolen 
my share : ihis money you will devour in a few 
days. At fast the carpenter was astonished, and 
said to hmsey, Wliat is that he saith ? 0 gold- 
smith ! I suspect your ddngs ; but, however, for 
God's sake, donthx any accusation on me I The 

" carpenter was a shrewd fellow., and seeing that it 
was to no purpose to wrangle or dispute, remained 
silent. 

^ Some time after, the carpenter made a figure of 
wood resembling the goldsmith, and having dressed 
it in his clothes, got from some place or other, two 
bears' cubs, whose victuals heimt into the skirts and 
sleeves of the clothes on the figure. Whenever 
^ (he cubs were hungiy, they ate dieir ftiod out of 

** the 
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** the skirts and sleeves of the effigy's garment. As 
soon as the cubs had conceived agreat attachment 

to the figure, the carpenter made a feast for the 
^ goldsmidi and the females of his bmHy, with other . 

women of the neighbQurhood. The goldsmith's 
^ wife, vrith her two sons, came Co the carpenter's 

house. The carpenter having concealed the bgys, . 

brought in the two whelps, and then began to bawl 
* and ay out, that the goldsmith's sons were trans^ ' 
** formed into bears' cubs. — The goldsmith hearing 
^ the disturbance, came to the spot, and said to the 

carpenter. You assert a falsity, for never was a man 
** transformed into a bear. At length the dispute 

was referred to the Governor and Cazy of the place, 
" and brought before them. The Cazy inquired of 

the carpenter how the case stood. The carpenter 
*^ replied. The goldsmith's sons were playing together, 

when suddenly falling on the ground they were 

changed into bears' cubs. The Cazy said. Bow can 
^ I credit your assertion ? The carpenter replied, 1 
^ have seen, in ancient boob, that a virhote tribe was ' 

metamorphosed; their forms having been ciianged, 
** whilst their reason continued : therefore, if these • 

cubs know persons^and can distinguish their firiends, 

. - my 
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my assjfiirtioii will be establiabed. Nov i will let 

loose these cubs in the middle of the court amongst 
^ all the people, when, if they recognize the goid*- 

soiitl^th^y hif chiidreo. The Ca^ having hsard 
^' and approved of the carpenter s proposal, the cul» 

Ik. 

^' were then let loose, when seeing the goldsmith* 

the exact OHinter-part (rf* the wooden figure, they 
ran to lum, tMr heads against his iee^ 

and began to i^ay and ^sk about When the 

^' Gazy considered all these circumstances, he said to 
the goldsmith. Now I do bdieve thai thiose^ cubs 
are your children — take them home with you^— 
Why do you thus unjustly and thro* malice wran- 
gle with the carpenter ? The goldsmith being con- 
finmded, laid his head at the carpenter's feet, and 

^ asked pardon for his misdemeanors, saying, If this. 

*' is your contrivance in order to recover your share 

^ of the gold, take the gold Inmiediately, and return 
me my children. The carpenter said. You acted 
unfairly, and dishonesty is a grievous sin : should 
you repent, it would not be astonishing if your 
children were restored lo Liieir original form. The 

** gpldsmith surrendered to the carpenter his share 
• ** of the gold in quesdon ; when the carpenter, in 

" return. 
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** leturo, brought out the children and presented 

'* them to the goldsi^iilh." 

The panot having finished the storjr of the gold- 
smith and the carpenter^ said to Khojisteh, Cany not 
these jewels with you, lest your lover covet them, 
and cease to entertain friendship and regard for yon. 
Khojisteh wanted to take off the ornaments from 
ber person, and lay them aside, and to go to her 
sweet-heart, when Aurora appearing, the departure 
was deferred. 
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TALE THE FOURTH. 



The Nobleman and the Soldiers Wife, 
wliose Virtue he put to the proof. 

When the sun was set, and the moon had naeUp 
Khpjisteh csme to the parrot, and said, Tou pay. 

no ngari to iny anguish : know you not that I 
** am distracted with love ? Give me leave this very 
; ^ night to go to my sweet-heart,** Hie parrot re- 
plied, " My own breast is inflamed and torn on ac- 
count of your sorrow. For, as you will hear my 
tales every night, insteadof^Mngio your lover, lam 
afraid lest your husband arrive, aiid you get shame 
with your sweet-heart, in the same manaer as die 
^' s(Mefs wife put to confusion the nobleman.** 
Kbojisteh desired to bear the- stony. 

The 
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*nie parrot said, " lu a certain city dwelt a mili- 
ta^ man, who had a vdry beautiful wife» on whose 
*^ account he was always under apprehension. The 
^ mail b^iiig indigent^ the wife ^ed him why he' 
" hsvi; <|uitte4 his occupation and profusion? ile 
'^ answered, I hav e not confidence in you, and therc- 
fm'io npt go anyrwhere in quest of employment. 
The wife said. This is a perverse conceit, for no 
one can seduce a virtuous woman ; and if a wO- 
' ^ man is vicious^ no husband is able to guaid her. 
Have you never heard the story of the Jbwgee, 
who kept hi^ wife upon his backj, and wandeied 
ak)ut in the desart ; notwithstanding which, she 
^ was guil^of ii|iidelity ^th an hunriitd me0f ,The 
" soldier asked. What kipd qf story is that ? 

** The wife began with saying, that, once on a 
time, a man sawin the desa]4 an elephant with a 
litter on his haql^. The man^ alarmed th^r^t, 
cpmbed up into a liee. By chance the elephant 
*^ came under that very tree, and having slipt ^ the 

» ^ 

' ^ fitter from bis back, weqt himself to graz^. The 
man, 02| a su^en, discoverii^g.a beautiful woman 

' " in the litter, descended from the tree, and set about 
'^ ingcgtiating himself with her: she also beiog well 

inclined 
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^ iodined towards huD> began to sjpeak to him in 

" such words as suited her purpose. In shorty they 
'* gratified their mutual eril inclinatioiis ; after which 
the womaii took out of her pod^et a string full of 
" knots, and added thereto one more knot. The 
man inquired about the string, how it happened to 
have so many knots^ and what was the reason of 
her adding another to the number ? The woman 
replied. My husband, who is a magician, has trans- 
^ fiirmed hfanself into an elephant, and wanders abont 
the desart widi me on his back ; yet» notwith- 
" standing he watches me so narrowly, I had before 
^ diis carnal knowledge of cme hundred men, the 
memory of whom I have preserved by makmg 
^ knots on this string ; and to-day, through your 
. oondesoension, the number pf knots is increased 
** to an hundred and one ! 

Ariefly — ^When the soldier's wife had con- 
duded the stoiy, the husband asked what she had 
" further to say to him ? The wife replied. It is 
^ most ehgible ^ you to travel, and get mto ser- 
** vice. I will give you a fresh and hvely nose- 
gay; as long as the nosegay shall continue 
in tbis state, you may be assured that I have 

'*not 
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^ not oomautted aajr bad action; if the nosegay 
should wither, you will then know that I have 
*^ been guilty of some ftult The soldier listened 
to these words, and resohred on taking a journey. ' 
On his departure, the wite piresented him with a 
" nosegay. When he arrived at a certain city, he 
engaged in the service of a nobleman of that place. 
The soldier always took the nosegay along with 
him. When the winter season arrived, the no* 
bleinan said to his attendants, At this time of the 
" year a fresh flower is not to be seen in any garden, 
neither is such a thing piocuraUe by persons of 
rank ; it is wondeiiui from whence this stranger^ 
the soldier, brings a fiesh nosegay every day. They 
mSi that they also were astonished at this drcum«' 
*^ stance. Then die nobleman asked the soldier, 
*^ What kind of a nosegay is this } He ^swered, 
** My wife gave me this nosegay as an emblem of 
her diastity^ saying. As long as this nosegay con- 
tinues alive and fresh, know you of a truth that 

L 
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my Wrtue is unsullied. The nobleman laughing, 

said, that his wife must be a oonjuior or a sorceress. 
In a few words, the nobleman had two cooks, 
^'remarkable for their cunning and adroitness. To 

one of these he said. Repair to the soldier's coun*> 
^ try, where, through artifice and deceit, contrive to 

form an intimacy with his wife, and return quickly ' 
** with a particular account of her; when it will be 
^ be seen whether this nos^y will continue fresh 

and gay, or not. In conformity to the nobleman's 
*^ commands, the cook, havitig gohe to the soldief s 

city, sent a procuress to the wife, who, through 

treachery and deceit, waited on her, and delivered 
- the message. - The wife did. not ^ve any direct < 
*' assent to tlie procuress; but said. Send the man to 
" me, in order that I may see whether he will be 
*' agreeable to me or not. The procuress introduced 
• the cook to the soIdier*s wife, who said in his ear, ^ 
*^ Go away for the present, and tell the procuress I 
*' will have nothing to say to such a woman as this; 
*^ then come alone to my house without apprizing 
** the procuress, for these sort of gentry cannot pre- 

♦ 

^ serve a secret The cook approved df her plan, 

" and 
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^ and acted accordingly. The woman had in her 
house a diy well, on which she placeda bedstead 

" very slightly laced, and spread over it a sheet: when 

*' the cook returned, she trid him to sit down on 
that bed ; and he, having phoed himself thereon^ 
fell through, and began to bawl out. The soldier s 
wife said. Tell me trafy who ihoct art, and from 
whence you came ? The foilom cook confe&sed 
all the circumstances aboal the soldier and the no- 

^ bieman. 

The sliorL of the story is this — ^Thc cook, un- 
able to get out of the scrape, continued in this 
distressful situation. When some time had passed 
in tins, manner, and the first cook did not return, 
" the nobleman gave the other cook a large sum of 
money, with abundiinLC of goods, and bent him to 
^ the soldier s wife, in the character of a merchant. 
He pursued the like course with the other, and 
was caught m the same whirlpool The nobleman, 
astonished that neither of the two cooks came back 
' ** again, and perceiving that some evil or mischief 
** must have happened to them, at lengtht resolved 
*' to go himself. 

One day the nobkman, under pretence ofhunt- 

ing, 
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ing, set out, attcnckd by the soldier. When they. 

*^ arrived at the soldier s city, he went to his own 
house and presented his wife with the fresh nose- 
gay.* The wife told her hushand all that had hap>* 
pened. The next day th^ soldier conducted the 
nobleman to his dwelling, and prepared an hospit- 

" able entertainment He took both the cooks out of 
the well, and said to them. Guests arc come to my 

^ house ; do you both put on women's clothes, place 
the victuals before them, and wait at table ; aiter 

^* wUch I will set you at liberty*- The two cooks put 
on female apparel, and served up the victuals to 

** the iioblcinan. From their sufferings in the well^ 
and bad diet, the hair had Men from both their 
heads, and their complexion was very much changed, 

" The nobleman said to the soldier, What crimes 
have these girls been guilty of, that the hair of their 
heads has been shaved? The soldier answered, 

*^ They have committed a great fault; ask themselves. 
\V hen he examined them more attentively, he ioiew 
them. They, in their turn, haymg discovered the 

^' pobl^an. 
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nobleman, beg^n to weep grievously, feliat his feet, 
*' and bore testimony of the woman's cliasiity and ia- 
nocence. The wife caHed out fiom behind a cuf- 
tmxii Aj, my lord, I am that woman whom yoti 
suspected to be a sorceress, and sent men to put 
" me to the proof, and laughed at my husband. Now 
you have learnt my characten The nobleman was 
abashed, and asked forgiveness for his offiencesi** 

The parrot having concluded this stcuy of the sol- 
dier's wife, said to Khojisteh, " My princess, go quickly 
*^ to your lover, lest your husband should arrive, and 

you incur shame with your iriend, in the same 
" manner as tlie nobleman was confounded by the 
" 8oldier*s w!k*** Khqisteh wanted, and made an 
eflfort to go; but at the very time the cock crowed^ 
and d^y appearing, her departure was deferred. 
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TALE, THE FIFTH. 

k 

W 

The Goldsmith, the Carpenter^ the Taylor, 
. and the Hermit, who quarrelled about a 
ffooden Ifoman, 

liV^IBEN the ^un descended into the west, and the 
inoon arose fiom the east« Khoji^teh went to the par- 
rot to ask leave, and said, " Give me permission this 
^ night to gp to my lover." The parrot answered, 
** My princess, I have given you leave every night ; 
^ why do you tarry ? I am afraid your husband may 
arrive unexpectedly, and matters fall out like what 
" happened to four persons.'* 

Khqjisteh desiring to hear the story, the parrot said, 
** OncconatiiuC:,agoldsmitli, a carpenter, a taylor,and 
a hermit, travelling together, halted one night in a 
desert place, and said amongst themselves. We 
shall contmue in this desert to-night, 9jA keep 
guard, us four persons taking a watch a-piece ; to 

4 

** wiiicli ^vords they unanimously agreed. The first 

watch 
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watoUthe Gaipenter^loodgMQnl; and^ in oider to 

*' prevent sleep, took an axe and m^e a iigure out ot 

" wood. The second watch, when the goldsmith's 

^ turn cmt, seeing the wooden figure, that it was 
void.itf gold and jewels, he said in his heart, The 
carpenter has exhibited his art by carvmg this 
wooden figure ; 1 must also shew my skill, and 

^' make ornaments for the ears, neck, arms, and feet, 
and pot them cm the figure, to add to the elegjinee 
thereof. In such manner havmg prepared ihe 
jewels, he put tlieni on the puppet. The third 

^ watch, when the taylor^s turn came, he awoke. He 
«aw;i woman with an exceeding beautiful face and 
handsome person, decked with exquisite jewels ; 

^ but naked : — on the instant, he made up neat 
clothes becommg a bride, and, putting them on her, 

^ thereby added to her elegance. The fourth watch 
beloiiged to the hermit, who, when he came to 

^* take the guard, beheld that eaptivatiii^ form. The 
hermk performed his ablutions and prayers ; after 
whicb he made supplication, * O God ! give li& 

*"to 
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^ ' to this figure !* Immediately the ^gm!e icoehred 
^ life, so that it spoke like an human behig. When 

4 

^ night was eoded, and the sun arose, all these four 

persons were desperately in love with the figure* 
The carpenter said, I am the master of this wo- 
man, because I carved her with my own hands: 
I ¥dll take her. The goldsmith said. She ought 
to be my bride, seemg that I have decked her 
with jewels. The taylor asserted. This woman is 
** my property, for when she was naked I made 
" ck)thes and dressed her. The hemut said. This 
was a figuie of wood, which having obtained life 
** at my pmyers, I will take her. In short, this 
dispute had continued a long time, when acci- 
** dentally there came to the spot a person whom 
" thqr desired to do justice between them. When 
this man saw the woman's face, he exclaimed. 
Hits is my hwfiil spouse, whom you have seduced 
from my house and separated from me. After 
this manner, he sdzed and carried them before 
the Cutwal. When the Cutwal beheld the wo* 
** man's countenance, he cried out. This is my 
brother's wife, whom he look with him on a 

**jouniey: * 
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joumey: you have killed my biodier, and Ukea 
the woman by foioe. Hereupon the Cutwal ap- 
piehended them, and carried them before the Cazy. 
When the Cazy looked at the woman, he inlerro- 
gated them, saying. Who are pu ? For a long 
tune past I have been inquiring after this woman; 
she is my bondmaid, who absconded wiih a great 
deal of my money : now, where is my money and 
" effiscts ? give an answer, 

J 

• % 

When this quarrel and altercation had run to 
" great length, and many people were collected to- 
gether to see die sight, an old man, who was pre- 
sent, said. This dispute will not be decided by any 
• man : but in such a city there is a large old tree, 
called the Tree of Decision ; every dispute that 
men are unable to determine, is carried before this 
tree, from which a voice issues, declaring on whose 
" side there is justice, and whose claim is false. To 
shorten the story, these seven men went under the 
^ tiee^ and also carried the woman along with them; 

N and 
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** andeach of them set forth the circumstanoes of his 

r 

" particular case. On the instant^ the trunk of the 
tree divided asunder, and the woman ran into the 

*' clefts upon which the tree reunited, and she disap- 
peered. A voice proceeded fiom die tree, that 
eveiy thing returns to its first principles ; and 

" the seven suitors for the woman were ovenvhehned 
with shame*** 

Tl\e parrot having concluded this tale, said to^. 

Khojisteh," Mistress,! am apprehensive your husband 
may come unexpectedly ; and, like the tree, unite 

" you to himself, and you get shame with your io- 
ver : arise and go towards your sweet-heart and 
friend*'* Khojisteh intended to have gone to him, 

at which instant the cock crowed, and the signs of' 

momipg ^peaitd, whei| her visit was put off. 
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TALE THE SIXTH. 

The King qfKinoje and his Daughter^ with 
whom a DiroeUh became enamoured, 

- When the sun sunk beneath the west;, and the 
moon aiose from the east, Khojbtdi, oompktdy 
. decked and ornamented^ went to the parrot to aak 
leave, saying, " I am ashamed io appear before you, 
and that yoa should have so much liouUe for my 
sake : you neither sleep nor take rest ; how shall 
^ I thank you for your favours } how can my tongue 
. perform and utter it The parrot answered, I 
am your slave, although by no means able to exe- 
cute any business of yours in a manner becoming 
" a servant ; however, 1 will speedily send you to 
your lover, and exert myself in your caus^ like die 
royroyan, whose story you may have beard.*' Kho» 
jisteh asked> " What is the nature of the stoiy ?" 

• The 
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The pfltiot said, The king of Kinoje had a 

daughter^ whose face was as fair as the moon^ and 
^' tier features exceedingly beantifhl. It happened 
that a dirveish fell in, love with her, and from this 
*' passion became mad and senseless. Whenever he 
^ had ludd intervals, he would say to himself. What 
a folly Is this! how can a beggar be related to a 
^ monarch } After some da^ the dirveish sent a 
" message to the king. Give me your daughter, be* 
cause I have a great i^rd for her ; consider not 
my poverty, and your own royalty* The king, on 
hearing these wurus of Ihe dirveish, was violently 
^ enraged, and gave <Hders for him to be pumshed. ' 

The viiier said. He is a dirveish, and your Majesty 
" never distresses dirveishes : I wfll -contrive some. 
^ other means of sending him out of the city. Af- 
terwards the vizier scat ibr the dirveish, and said 
10 him. If yottWill bring^an elephant load of gold, I 
will deliver to you the king's daughter. When 
^ the dirveish was considering how to protore the 
money, a person ^d (o. him. If .^ou require ai 
*' much gold as an elephant can cariy, go to the roy- 
" BJjm, nfHCsent your situatioQ, and ask; when 

• "be 
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he will certainly bestow on you this quantity of 
gold. The dirveish went to the royroyan, and 
set forth his case. The royioyan immediately 
bestowed on the dirveish an elephant-load of gold, , 
which he carried to the rajah. The rajah said to 
the vizier. Your scheme has not succeeded, for the 

4. 

dirveish has brought the dephant-load of gold. 
The vider said. The loyroyan must have ^ven it; 
in these days no other person is capable of perform- 
ing suth an act of munificence : now, some other 
plan must be pursued. The vizier said to the 
dirveish, Tou m\\ not obtain the rajah's daughter 
in exchange for an elephant-load of gold ; but if 
you bring ihe royroyan's head, certainly you shall 
have ner* The dirveish went agsun to the royioyan, 
and told the circumstances of his case. The roy- 
royan said. Set your mind at rest, and be hot un- 
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*^ easy about my head for many years I have kept 
my head in my hand, ready to be given to who- 
soever should require it : do you tie a rope round 

my neck, and carry me before the rajaii^ and say, 
I have brought the head which you required, lo- 
gether with its body ; if he consents, separate my 
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bead from my body ; and should he dmand any 

0 " thing 
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thing further, I will manage it also. The dirreish 
did 80, and having tied a rope round the neck of 
the royroyan, carried him before the rajah. When 
the rajah saw the generosity of the royroyan, he 
fell at his feet, and said. No man in this world ex- 
ceeds you in greatness of mind and manliness, nor 
*' will there ever be one willing to devote his own 
head for the satisfaction of a be^ir, a dirveish* 
The rajah sent for his own daughter, and presentmg 
her to the royroyan, ssud. This is your bandmsud, 
dispose of hei to whontever you please." 

When the panot had brought to a oondusioa thdl 

story of the royroyan, he said to Khojisteh, " If my 
head can be of any service to you, my mistresst, 
I will give it without hesitati(m or regret. It is 
^ adfiseable that you sfaottld go speedily to youf 
" hiend." When Khcyisteh stood up, and wanted 
to have gone to her beloved, the cock crowed, and 
it bemg moimngy her departure was deferred* 
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TALE THE SEVENTH. 

The Fowler, the Parrot, and her Young 

Ones. 

When the sun sunk into the west, and the moon 

came out of the east, Khojistehj. with a heart full of 
anguish, and eyes replete with tears, arose, and went 
to the parrot for leave. Beholding the parrot full of 
thought, she said, Why are jou peiibive The 
parrot replied, On your account ; because I know 

not what kind of lover yours is — ^whether he will 
" be faithful to you or not, and act like the parrot 

of King Kamrew." Khojisteh asked, What is 
*^ the nature of the story of King Kamrew's parrot 

The parrot began relatuig the stoiy : — Once 
** on a time a fowler threw a net over the nest of a 

parrot, and imprisoned therein the parrot together 
** with her young. The parrot said to her nestlings, 

*'The 
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*' The best will be for you to feiga your* 
^ selves dead, when the fowler, aeeuig you iu that 
" state, will fling you out of the net; and if he car- 
lies smray me only, it will be of no oonsequenoe, 
because, if I pieserve my life, I can conttive some 
^ meaas to get to you. The young ones did as 
** they were directed. The fowler, supposing them 
dead, flung them all out of the nest ; they instandy 
look flight, and settled on the branch of a treew 
The fowler, enraged, was going to dash the par- 
rot on the ground. The parrot said to the fowler, 
*^ $et your mind at rest; I will obtam you auch a 
price for myself, that you shall need nothing £bU- 
" ther during the remainder of your life ; for I am 
** a physician^ and perfeedy skilled bi the professioiu 
" The fowler was delighted at hearing these woidsji 
^ and said to the parrot, Roy Kamrew, who is 
** king of my country, has long laboured under a 
gnevous disease ; will you be able to relieve him 
from it? The parrot said to the fijwler^ What 
*^ mighty business is this ? I am such a physician 

^ ^ that 
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" Aat I can cure tea thousand patients ; cany mc 

" before the kxag, acquaint him with iny skill, and 
** 'theil sell me at a high price. The fowler put her 
^ in a cage, and having carried her to Roy Kainrewv 
said, I have brought this parrot, who is proficient 
*' in the art of physic The king said, I am myself 
in great want of a skilful doctor ; mention the price 
of this bird. The fowler replied. Ten thousand 
nars. Boy*Kamiew instantly purchased the par- 
** rot, by paying the fowler leii thousand dinars. The 
next day the panot bpgan administering medicine 
**. to the kmg. His disorder was half cured, wheu 
^ the parrot sdd to him. As my medidne has re- 
moved the moiety of your complaint, shew mc 
" attention and kindness, by taking me out of the 

^ cage, in order that Imsy explore a medicine which 
will liberate you from all care. The kmg, be- 
lieving these words to be true, took her out of the 

** cage. The parrot immediately hew away, and 
never returned to the king.'* 

When the parrot had finished this tale^ he ad- 
dressed himself to Khcjisteh, saying, " I am afraid, 

P ^'my 
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" my lady, lest your lover should act treacherously 
byyou> like the parrot of Rqjr Kamrew; and this 
** is the cause of my pensiveness. Hasten now to 
** your sweet-hearty but place no reliance on him till 
you havt irkd him." Mer that, J^ojistieb Wiimed 
\o have gone to lier gallant ; the morning cock 
aowed, and the dawn appeariag» her departure was 
defend. 
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TALt f ]HE l^IGIiTkl. 



2%e Merchant, and his ff^ife, who outr 

' witted him. , 



' \y^HEN the son rank mta tbe west, anct .it being .^ 
nightj, the. moon aspended from the east* Khojisteh, 
* Wth^a sad andnchihg heart, got up and went to fBe' * 
_9a]7ol»iaquej|to(4eave. liiepam>t» obseiiru]giUio<- - 

. jisteh pensive, asked why she was thougbtfiil ?^ Kho- 



jfiitdii aiis^eied, " Because I come to jou etoy night ' 

and disclose to you ray sorto^^ ; when then \yill: 
^ " be the time that I shall meet Ay lover? If you give 
me leave this nighty I shall go otherwise, 1 will 
^ ekeitise psitlence> and sit at hoinc^** Tfie parrot 
aasweied, You listen to my stocies every a^ht, and. 
continue here till morning. I want you to go 

a » 

qinickly this night. If it should fiappea that your 

; " husband arrives and meets* jou any where^ follow- 

"the. 
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tke exmpl^ of th0 m^rdumCs wifei and scold Uiil" 

KJiQjisteh asked, " What, and liovv is the story gf tlie 
*^ merdiant s wife ? tell me.*' 

The parrot l^t&Xk, sayiog*^' In a certain city was 
^ a rich merchant, who had ahandaonie wife. Once 

on a time this merchant tiaveiied to another couih 

' tiy, in order to trade. During hib absence the 

wife fivqucQled strange compames, and sang and 

^ danced. After havifig been abwit some time^ the 
merchant arrived ui hbown dty, when^bdng nighty 
h^ could not enter his own house ; he tgpk i}p hi& 

" lodging in some other place, and;^ having sent for a 
procuress^ desired her to bring a fine dqiant wch 

^ man to pass the night widi him. It chanced diat 
the procorest went to the meichanCa wife^aod aaid» 
A rich man, who is arrived from such a city, wants 

^ a woman ; arise> and go to him. The woman 
adorned herself with jewels and fine clothes, went 

*' to him, and, as soon as she saw him, knew it was 
her husband : immediately she began crying ou^ 
0 neighbours, listen to my complaint! six years hav- 

^ ing elapsed smoe this husband of mine went tftroai 
toi trade ; I have looked for his return eveiy day 

^ and 
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and ni^t : he has been returned from his jouraey 
" some days» and taken up his icxiging in this place, 
" without thinking of me. Havmg been informed 
of this t0-ni£^t» I am come myself: if you will 
do justice in this business, it is well ; otherwise I 
*^ will go to the Casy and separate myself from my 
husband. — The neighbours flocked together, and 
made peeiee between her and the merchant In 
short, the woman, by the force of scolding, came 
to her own terms with her husband, without suflfer- 
ing any disgrace/* 

- The parrot, having finished this tale of the mer- 
chant, said to khojisteh, Now arise, and go your 

way to your lover, and make no del^iy." Khojisteh 
stood up to have done so ; the cock crowed, moiD'- 
mg appeared, her visit was deferred. 
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TALE THE NINTH. 



The Shop-keeper s Wife, who, having' an 
Amour with a Person, confounded her 

Father^ia-Jaw. 

When the sun was gone down, and the moon, the 
filed stars, and the planets appealed, Khojisteh, un- 
dressed, came weeping to the parrot, and said, Alas 
my oonfidendai friend, who sympathise in my dis- 
tress i 1 have the most anxious desire to see my 
" lover, being extremely afflicted and depressed. If 
" it seems adidseable to you, quickly gi?e me leare to 
*' visit the possessor of my heart, or else i will bear 
with it, although I know that whoever b in love 
" h^s not patience." The parrot answered, To you« 
my mistress, who come to me every night for leave 
and advice, thus acting with deliberation^ no harm 

** can 
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^ can happen. Lfte the shop-keeper's "wife, who, 
^' having acted considerately, did not suier any in- 
jury.'* Khojisteh asked. How and what is the 
** story of the shop>keeper*s wife ¥* 

The parrot began, saying, " One day, as a shop- 
keeper s wife was sitting on the tenaceof the house, 
a young man saw her, and was enamoured. The 
** woman perceived that the youth had fallen in love 
with her; she called hun, and said, * Come to 
* me after midnight, and seat yourself under a tree • 
' that is in my court-yaid.* After midnight the 
youth repaired to her house; the woman also got 
" out of bed and went to him, and slept with him ' 
" under the tree. It happened that the shop-keeper s 
** father, at the very time haviog.risen on account 
of some business, wanted to go out of the house: 
^ unexpectedly ^e saw his son's wife sleeping along 
vritb a strange man ; he took the rings from off 
the woman*s legs, saymg to himself. In the mom- 
*' ing I will punish her. The woman sent away the 
'Vyoath, andgoii^ to her own husband, waked him, 
and said. The house is very hot; come^ kt us sleep 
" under die tiee. In sboit, die woman dept with 

"her 
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^* ber husbandj on that veiy spot where she and the 
** young man had slept together. When the hus- 
^ band was fast asleep> she waked him agdn, and \ 
^' aaid^ Tour father came here just now, took the 
" rings from my ancles^ and carried them away* That 
old man^ whom 1 consider as my father^ how could 
he approach me at the dme I was sleeping with 
my husband^ and» taking the ruigs from my ancles^ 
carry them away ! In the morning the husband 
^ was angry with his father^ who disclosed the cir-^ 
" cumstance, how m the night he had seen her with 
" a strange man. Xhe son spoke harshly to the 
" father^ saying. In the night, when, on account of 
** the heat, my wife aiid I were sleeping under the 
" tree, you came, and taking the rings from my wifeV 
Ic^, carried them away: at the very time my wife 
" waked me, and informed me of the drcumstance. 
*' Accordingly the father \vai> gready ashamed, and 
the wife, by contriving such a trick, escaped un« 
* punished/* 

The 
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The pditoi havmg finished this stoiy of the shop- 
keeper s wife, said to Khojisteh, " Now arise, and go 
^ to him who has robbed you of your heart" She 
then wanted to have gone> when the cock cxowing, 
her deparbTO was put off. 
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^ TALE THE TENTH. 



7%e Merchant's Daughter and the Jackal. 

4 

\ 

Whew Aesiin was set^ and night aniTed, Khojistdbi 
whose heart was inflamed tffUh love, went to the par- 
rot to ask leave, saying, " I have great confidence in 
''^pur wisdom, and therefore I wait cm you e9«rf 
*' night ; if yon will not now give me good counsel, 
^ and grant me assistance, when will you The 
panot said, It is on your account, Khojisteh, that 
** my heart is thus aliiicted, and for. this reason I 
shall be unhappy as long as 1 live. Every night 
1 tell you to go to your lover ; but you del^, and 
'''lisfen to my tales. If perdmce your secret shooU 
** be divulgicd, I will teach you a trick whereby you 
will avoid all trouble and disgrace ; just as the 
jadcal taught (he merchant's daughter a trick, and 

" gave 
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gsTC her good advice." Khojisleh aaked, " What * 

*' is the story of the merchant's daughter ana the 
« jackal? ten it at fiiU length." 

The parrot began, " In a city was an ameer, who 
had a son, an ugly pmoD, and of a bad disposi- 

*' tion, and sufficiently stupid. UTicn the son ar- 
rived at manhood his father married him to a mer- 

^ chant s daughter, a handsome woman, and who was 
a pfofident m the art of music. One night, whilst 
^he was sitting on the roof of her house, a young 
man was singing a song by the side of the wall ; 
the woman hearing his voice, fell in love with him; 
she descended from the balcony, and approaching 
the young man, said, I have a stupid ugly husband, 
can you take me away with you ? The youth con- 

^* sented, and immediately they set off together, and 
fiiept under a tree, by the side of a pond. When 
the woman fell asleep, the man stole her jewels 
and ran away. When the woman awoke, she 

" neither saw the jewels on her person, nor the youth 

^ t»pSMde ber; she had no doubt but he had played 

" her 
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ber a trick, and was gone. When the Mn came oi:^ 
*^ of the east, she was staoding pensive by the side of 
the pond* At this juncture arrived a jackal with a 
bone in his mouth ; when, seeing a fish on the 
banks of the pond, he let the bone &U from his 
mouthy and ran after the Ush ; the fish got into 
^ the water, when the jackal looked again for his 
bone, in order to have resnmed it, but could not 
find it, a dog having carried it away« When the 
woman beheld this sight, she laughed. The jackal 
said, What womanart thou, and why art thou stand- 
^ ing hm alone ? She told the jackal the whole of 
" her case. The jackal said. You had better do this : 
Feign yourself distracted, and go home, acting the 
" the part of a mad-woman, laughing and singjng, 
" when whoever sees you will forgive you. The 
" woman acted accordingly, and by means of this 
^ artifice nobody could find fault with her. ' 

4 

■ 

t 

When the parrot had fii^shed this tale, he said to 

Khojisteh 
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Khojisteh^ Now is a good time: arise> and go to 

" your sweet-heart: don't be in the least anxious; for 
^ if anydiffioilty should present itself to yoii, I will 
teach you a stratagem." Khojisteh wished to have 
gone; at which time the oodc crowed^ and morning 
appearini;, her departure was defened. 
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TALE THE ELEVENTH. 



The Lion and the Brahmin, who, on ac* 
count of his Avarice, lost his Life* 



W^U£N the sun was set^ and the moon risen* tho* 

jisteh went to the parrot for leave, and said, " I am 
" sensible you do not trouble yourself about my un-« 

easiness^ and on that account do not dispatch 
^ but introduce tales." The parrot said, *^ I wish 
" to God, Khojisteh, thai you would go speedily to 

your lover ! You yourself make the delay ; it is 
^' no fault of mine. Go quickly, to-nighJt; but you 
'\ must return soon, and do not covet any thing that 
" is there ; for inordinate desire is sinful, and who- 

soever is avaricious, will meet with the same fate 
** as the brahmin." Khojisteh said, " Tell me what 

is that story r 

The 
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Hie ponotbegan^ In a certain dty was a ticli 

*^ brahmin> who, happening to become poor and des- 

titute^ went a jounief.i Oneday he airived in a 
** desert^ and saw a lion wallowing by the side of a 

pond> with a fox and a deer standing before him. 
" The brahmin was oonfimnded, and stood dreading 
" the consequence. Suddenly the fox and deer espied 

the brahmin: th^ said to one another^ If thelion . 
** sees^ he will kill this poor helpless fellow ; it is ad- 

viseaUe that we fall on some contrivanoe that the 
" lion may not only spare his life, but grant him 

some donation. The deer and fox began blessing 
" the lion^ Your munificence is so renowned that a 

brahmin is come to-day, and is in hopes of a gjft 
*^ The lion looked at the brahmin, told him to ap- 
" proach, and shewed him great lundness. He saw, 
" lying about, the gold and jewels of men wlio had 

been slain some time before ; these he bestowed 

on the brahmin, and then gave him leave to depart* . 

The brahmin arrived at his own house. Some 

days afterwards, the brahmin, thirstingfor gold, went 
*^ agam to this lion. That day a wolf and some dogs 

were attending on the Hon ; when these saw the 

brahmin 
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^ biahmin, th^ said^ This man is exoeedingly pre* 

sumptuous to appear before you uninvited. The 
^ lion was eniaged, sprung up^ and toie the brahmin 
m pieces. 

The parrot having concluded the story, said to 

Khojisteh> If the brahmin had not been avaricious, 
he would not have lost his life; whosoever is covet- 
ous, falls into calamities. One watch of the night 
is still remaining, go quickly, meet your lover, and 
li^tum." Khojisteh stood up with intention to go; 

at that instant the cock crowed, and the dawn ap- 

pearing, her departure was delayed. 
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TALE THE TWELFTH. 



The old Lion and the Cat, who haoing kill- 
ed the Mice, was turned out ofqffice. 

W^HENthe sunwasset, and the moon aiose, Kho* 
jisteh went to the parrot for leave ; and seeing him 
thoughtful, asked> ** Why art thou pensive V* He an- 
swered, " 1 have no care of my own, but your sad- 

ness has thrown me into sorrow. The whole night 
^ you listen to my tales : I am afraid lest your hus- 
^ band should arrive unexpectedly^ and that you 

should repent of not going ; like the cat^ who, 
" after the death of the mice, repented**' Kho- 
jistieh asked, ^ Why was it so ? It is very wonder- 
** ful how the cat should have cause to repent of 
** killing mice, seeing that a mouse is a cat*s morsel.'* 
The parrot began, saying, In a desert dwelt a 

T *'UoB 
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]ion, who was very old and decrepit, so that frpm 
** his age his teeth were decayed ; whenever he ate, 
shreds of meat stuck in them : and there bemg 
many mice in that desert, when the lion tp 
sleep, the mice picked the shreds of meat out of 
his teeth, whereby his rest was disturbed. The 
lion consulted other animals, who were his cour- 
" tiers, in what manner to drive away the mice. A 
fox said. There is a cat, who is your subject; order 
her to keep watch here all ni^t The lion ap- 
proved of the foxs advice, and sent for the cat; 
and when she came, he appointed her to the of* 
fice of cuiwal. The cat performed the duty of ceu- 
TtineL When the mice saw the cat, th^ decamped. 

The lion jslept at hb ease, nothing happening 
^ disturb his repose. The lion shewed great kmd- 
" ness to the cat, and increased her rank. The cat 

a frigbteiied tbe mice, but nerer jQ]kd.anyjof tt^em, 

dunkrng 
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thinking to herself^ If 1 should destroy the mice^ 
. the lion, having no further occasion for me, will 
deprive me of my oflSce. One day she brought 

" her kitten to the lion, and said, I want to go to-^ 
day to a place on business ; if you will permit it, 

*^ I will go and bring my kitten in my stead, and re« 
turn to-morrow to wait on you. The Hon granted 

*^ his assent The cat> having left the kitten there, 
went herself to another place. — ^The kitten killed 
all the mice she saw, and in one day and night they 
were all destroyed. The next day the cat arrived 
and saw the mice lying dead. She reprimanded 
her kitten. What have you done ? why have you 

*' killed the mice ? The kitten said. Why did not 

" you speak to me at the time of your dcpai ture, and 
forbid me to kill the mice ? In short they both 
repented. After some days the lion dismissed the 
cat, and deprived her of the office of cutwal." 

r 

The parrot, having concluded the story of the 

mice, * 
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mice, the cat^ and the lion, said to Khojisteh, " Yon 
" appear to me very backward, for every night you 
delay ; wherefore 1 am afraid lest your husband 
^' may arrive, and you repent, like the cat.*' Kho* 
jisteh arose, and wanted to go to her lover ; at that 
instant the sound of the morning cock reached her 
ears, and morning appearing, her departure was de* 
ferred. 
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TALE THE THIRTEENTH. 

Of Shajjooi', Coiiimaiider of the Frogs, and 

the Snake, 



When the sun was set^ and the moon had got up, 
Khojisteh put on difeent kinds of jewels ; and, com- 
ing to the parrot to ask leave, said, I conceive you 
are very negligent, for every night I am hearing 

* 

** your advice, but no advantage accrues to me fipom 

^ your counsel, and I cannot accomplish myj desire." 

The parrot answered, Although there has been 
great delay in this affair, nevertheless be assured 

" I vrill be the means of bringing you to your 16ver. 

^' 0 Khojisteh I they are called wise who attend to 
every businesb , and whosoever doth not reflect on 
the event will repent of it, as Shapoor was smy 

'*far Khojisteh asked, Who is Sha- 

'* pooTj and what is the nature of his story?*' 

U The 
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The parrot said, In the land of Arabia was a 

deep well> in which were a great number oi frogs, 
** one of whom, named Shapoor, was their chief. 
" Shapoor exercbed great tyranny and oppression^ 
'* whereby the frogs being reduced to the utmost 
distress, consulted together, saying j We have barely 
escaped with liie under the government of Sha- 
poor ; we ought to ekct some other from amongst 
" ourselves to rule over us. Then they appointed 
anolher frog chief, and banished Shapoor fioiii that 
place. Shapoor being without resource, went to 
the hole of a snake, and spoke in a low tone. The 
snake put his head out of the hole, and on seeing 
' " the iirog, laughed heartily, and said, You, who are 
" a morsel for me, why come you here to throw 
" away your life ? He answered, I am come to you 
^ for advice, and for my own good. Says the snake. 
Speak what you have to say. The frog repi^ 
sented to the snake the circumstances of his case, 
and said, I want your assistance. The snake was 
much pleased ; and sfiewing great civility to the 
frog, said. Shew me the well, that I may avengie 

"you 
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^ you of those frogs. la short, the snake and the 
" frog set out tpg^ther^ and arrived at the well in 
** which were the frogs, and got into the well. In 
the course of a few days the snake devoured aU 
the &ogs> and made an end of them. One day 
he said to Shapoor, Is there not one fit^ more re- 
" maining in the well ^ 1 am at present very hungry ; 
" speedily contrive some means for my subsistence, 
and keep me from starving. Shapoor replied to 
" the snake. Having shewn your kindness for me, by 
'* revenging me on the fix)gs, return now to your 
own habitation. The snake said, I will not leave 
" you in solitude. Shapoor was sadly alarmed, and 
" repented of haidng asked assistance from the snake. 
In short, he said to the snake, Very near this place 
is another well, where diere are plen^ of frogs ; 
if you command it, I will bring them here by ar- 
tifice and stratagem.' The snake gave him leave 
to go. By this device, Shapoor, having escaped 
" out of the well, ran and eoncealed iiimself in a 
large pond. The «nake remained some days in 
expectation, after which iie left the well, and pur- 
sued bis own way." 

The 
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The parrot having finished this tale> said to Kho- 
jisteh, ** Go now, tarry not." Khojisteh wanted to 
have gone; at that moment the animals of morning 

made a noise, and day beginning to break, her de- 
parture was deferred. 
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TALE THE FOURTEENTH. 

I ' 

% 

A Lion whom a Syagoa^sh dispossessed of 

his Dwelling. 

■ 

WU£Ntl)e sun was suak iato the west, and the 
moon shone bright, Khojisteh went weeping to (he 
pariH and said« " I com to you eveiy night for 
leave^ and not for the purpose of hearing you 
^ ^telate tales.'* The pairot amweied, No injury 
^ can happen to you from my admonition, but you 
ynU speedily derive advantage ^— Go to^mght to 
meet your lover; and if any enemy of yours should 
come there, I will set on foot a stratagem, as did 
&e syagpadi." KhiQisteh adted,'' What is the 
story of the syagoasb?** 

The pano^ said, In a desert dwelt a lion/whg 
had a monkey for his &vounte. It happened that 

X "the 
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" the lion went a journey to some place ; previous 
to his dq»rtuK» he delivered over his dwelling to 

^ the charge of the monkey. Durmg the absence 
of the lion, a s} agoash todt possession of his dwdl* 
ing-place> because it was a good spot, and diose 

" It for his habitation. The monkey said to the 
syagoash> This b the lion*& lesidenoe, how can you 
presume to take up your abode here without his 

*^ permission ? The syagoash replied, I have dis- 

^ covered that this place is my patiemal inheritance: 
What news have you ? The mbnk^ was silent . 
The female syagoash said to the male. It isjKft ad- 

*^ viseable to continue here ; for, to oppose a lion, is to 

^ Sport with one's own blood. The male replied. 
Aye, mistress, when the lion comes, I will drive him 

^ away from hence by stratagem. In short, after 

*^ some days, intelligence arrived that the lion was 
coming. The monkey went out to meet die lion, 
and told him all the circumstances about the sya* 
' " goash, and said, I remonstrated, when he answered, 
I have discovered thai this place is part of my pa*< 

*^ trimony. The lion said to themonkey» It cannot 
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syagoesh, hov could such aa aimnal uamp 

my place ^ It should seem that it i» some beast 
who is stronger than myself. The monkey an- 
^ -swered. He is not stnmgeF than you. The Voa 
^ iaSi, Vtaw yoa talkl dieie aie manjr animals 
exceed me in strength.. Hie lion, tmified, set out 
. ^ for his own home, and arrived near the spot. Be- 
*^ fore the lion's arriTal, the syagoslsh thus instructed 
his female : when the lion comes near the dweB- 
ingy make jour young ones cry ; aq^ if I should 
*' ask. Why do the cubs cry? you must say. They 
^ want fresh lion's flesh to-day, and will not eat that 
of last ni^t — In short, the lion appioadied die 
dwelling, and the young ones began tp cry. The ' 
syagoash asked. Why do the cubs cry ? The dam 
answered. Because th^ are hunigiy. The syagoash 
proceeded. What ! is there nothing remaining of 
tiiat quanti^ of lion s and human flesh which was 
g^ven them yesterday i The female said. They will 
not eat stale meat; they want some that is fresh. 
Thesjagoash said to the whelps. Make your minds 

easy 
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e^sif, and have a little patience^ I have heaid that 
" our lion will be here to-day; andifthisiatelligeDOi 

is true, then, please God, you shall have plenty of 
^ fiesh meat to devour. The lion was alanned at 
heariog those wpids of the syagoash^ not knowing 
** him to be a syagoash. He then fled from the 
spot, and asked the monkey. Did I not teil you that 
some mighty animal is in my dwelling ? The 
monkey said. Be not afraid, for this animal is very 
^' diminutive, and he speaks those words in order to 
deceive. The lion once more approached his 
home, and the female syagoash again made her 
cubs cry. The syagoash called out to the female, 
" Do you quiet the young ones ; to-day I shall find 
" lion's fiesh, because the monkey, who is my friend, 
" has bound himself by an oath to deceive the lion 
" and brmg him hither this day ; do you wait a lit'- 
tie, and silence the cubs — suffer them not to make 
a noise ; if he should discover my voice, he will 
^ not come here. When the lion heard these words, 
" he unmediately seized the monkey, and having tofn 

him 
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him in pieoes, took to flighty and never returned to 
** that place again.'* 

The parrot^ having concluded the tale of the syap 

goash, said to Khojisteh> "Arise and go to your lover.*' 
Khcjisteh wanted to have gone; at the verjr time the 
morning birds made a noise^ and the da^ appealing* 

her departure was put off. 
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TALE THE FIFTEENTH. 

Zereer the Weaver, whom Fortune would 

not befriend. 

When the sun was set, and night came, after the 
first watch, Khojisteh, havrng put on fine clothes, 
came to the parrot, and said^ Alas, my friend ! you 
have been a long time gi^ng your consent ; and I 
have heard many of your speeches ; but your fi^iend* 
" ship has not benefited me in any degree. The par- 
^ rot answered. Ay, my mistress! why art thou angiy 
** with me ? I constantly endeavour to raise your 
desires : however, your fortune is not propitious, 
but like that of Zereer, which would not befriend 
him." Khojisteh asked, What is the stoiy of 
'^Zereerr 

The parrot^ began: In a certain city was a man 
** named Zereer, who was continually weaving silken 
stvflb, without allowing himself a moment^s le- 
taxation ; nevertheless, he gained nothing. Zereer 
had a friend who wove ooarse cloths. One day 

^he 
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^ he went to lus friend, whose hame fa6 saw full 
of gold and effects, such as are in the dwellings 
of the rich. Zcreer said to himself. How comes 
it that I, who weave stofis for the rich, and dresses 

^ for princes, have not salt to my bread ? .and from 
whenoehas this inferiorworknum acquired somucb 
wealth } When Zereer returned hom^ he said to 

** his wife. In this city, nobody knows the value of 
my abilities, nor makes any account of my profes- 
. sion. I must go to some other city, where my 
skill will be valued, and myself more regarded. 
His wife said. Whatever is your destiny will hap- 
pen to you in this place: you will never acquire 
a Ihrdihood beyond what ftte has allotted you. In 
shor^ Zereer did not listen ; but went a joum(^, 

" and having arrived at another city, dwelt there some 
tune, and followed his occupation. When he had 

*^ hoarded a large sum of money in his purse, he set 
out for his own house ; and, alighting at a place, 
kept awake till midnight, when, Ming asleep, a 
thief pulled out his purse of gold, and ran away 

^ with it Zereer awoke,ran after the iUef, but could 

''not 
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not catch him. Helpless, he returned fo that city^ 
'* and there followed his business again for some 
years longer ; and when lie had acquired a farther 
sum of mmiey^oaoemoie took the road to his own 
house. At night he lodged at a place^ when, not- 
withstanding all his iNfecautions, a thief carried off 
his monejr* Reduced to poverty, he said to hun^ 
self. It is not my fortune to be rich, and therefore 
** the thief has taken away mj inoperty. Then be 
" returned home emp^-handed, and acquainted his 
^ wife with what had befallen him. She said. Did 
^* I not tell you, at first, that you could not any-wheie 
acquire beyond what is your destiny ? Regardless 
of my words, you went a journey ; say now what 
** benefit have you experiepoed i Zereer was ashamed 
of himself." 

The parrot, having concluded the story of Zereer, 
said to Khojisteh, " Arise and go to your lover, hold 
not delay to be lawful." When Khojisteh intended 
to have gone thither, the cock flapped his wings, and 
inpming appearing, her departure was deferred. 
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TALE THE SIXTEENTH. 



Four rich Persons who became poor. 

When the sun descended into the caverns of the 

west^ and the moon came out of the east, Kliojisteh, 
with aching breast and weeping eyes, went to the par- . 
rot, and said, " Alas, you green coat ! the sorrows of 
love overwhehn me ; every night you make me 
lose my time by your admonitions and discourse : 
" I am in love, of what use is admonition to ijae 
The parrot replied, My mistress! what a speech is 
' this } However, the words of friends ought to be 
" attended to ; and they who refuse to hearken to 
" the voice ofiriends, will repent it, as a certain per* 
son did." Khojisteh desired to hear the story. 

The parrot said, " Once oa atime, in the ci^.of 

" Balkli, there were four persons, men of property, 

Z wbo 
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** who united together in friendship. It happened that 
^' thejr all became poor: and all four repaired' to a 
philosopher>and told him the circumstances of their 
** distress. The philosopher had compassion on item, 
and gave each a miraculous ball, which he ordered 
them to place on their respective heads, and to set 
out; and said. Wherever the balls foil from jroor 
heads, there dig, and whatever is your destiny will 
ome out of the ground, take it. The four friend^ ^ 
according to the philosopher's directions, set out to-> 
'* gcther : when they had gone five cose> the ball fell 
^* bm one of thdrheads; he dug on the spo^ and 
found copper. He said to his threefriends, I pre*^ 

# 

for this copper in hand to gold in expectancy: if you 
^ desire it, contimie here. They did not accept of 
^ his offer, but proceeded on dieir way. When they 
" had gone alitde farther, the second man's ball fell 
^ from his head, on which spot a silver-mine was 
** discovered ; he said. If you are willing, remain 
" here, this silver is your property: they were not 
satisfied. When they had gone on, anodier man s 
ban Ml firom his bead, and he digging Aere, fira^^ 
I* a gold-mine ; he said to the fourth person, Na 

f metal 
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metal is preferable to gold> I wish that you and I 

" should fix here. He answered. Farther on, there 
will be a mine of piedous stones : why should I 
stop here } He went on a cose» when his bail fell 

" from his head, and on digging the ground, he saw 
an iron-mine. Repentant, he said. Why did I quit 
the gold-mine, and reject the advice of my friend? 
In short he returned from thence, but neither found 
his friend nor the gold-mine. He said to him- 

*' self, No person can find bcjond what is his dcbtiay. 
He set out again towards the iron*mine, but, not* 

" withstanding all his search, could not regain it. 
Helpless, he went in quest of the philosopher, who 

^ was not to be found. Reduced to extreme pover- 

** ty, he bewailed his folly." 

The parrot, harmg finished tiiis discourse, said to 
Khojisteh, *^ Whosoever will not listen to the advice 
" of fhends, will suffer like this unhappy man. Now 
arise, and go to your lover, for this is a lucky hour." 
Khojisteh wanted to have gone immediately; but the 
morning cock crowed, and day appearing, her depar- 
ture was delayed. 



Digitized by Google 



tX&S J JUi, yl&Olj ^^oJi^ 



Digitized by Google 



95 



TALE THE SEVENTEENTH. 

How the Jackal was made King, and then 

hiUed. 

AV^HEN the sun descended into the west^ and the 
moon nwc in the east, Khpjisteh went to the parrot 
to ask kave. Seeing the parrot sitting pensive, she 
said, ** Why are you thoughtful ?" The parrot re- 
idied, You are of a great family, I knew not whether 
^* your lover is also of noble descent. If his family 
^ is found to be great, like yours, there can be no 
harm in fonnmg a friendship with bun, nay it it 
deshable ; but otherwise it should be avoided.** 
Khojisteh answered, Alas! guardian of my secret 
" yon say true ; how can I learn his character 
The parrot answered, A man's vktues and vices aie 
discovered by his conversation ; bat have you not 
heard the story of the jackal r Khojisteh desured 
to bear it 

The 
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The panot said, A jackal had made a practice of 
going to a city> where he thrust his muzzle into 
vessels belonging to diflerent people. One night, 
according to custom, he went to the house of an 
indigo-maker, and having thrust his head into a 
jar of indigo^ it happened that he fell in bodily, 

** and found great difficulty in getting out again : 
his whole body was dyed blue. When he went 
to the desert, all the beasts, seeing such a wonder- 
ful figure, conceived him to be some mighty ani- 
. mat The corps of jackals made him their leader, 
and obeyed his commands. The jackal, in order 

** that nobody might discover him by his voice, made 
odier weak animals stand near him. Thus, during 
the levee, the jackals formed the first rank, the 
foxes the second, the deer and the monkeys the 
third ; wolves made up the fourth rank, lions the 
fifth, and elephants the sixth rank. Whenever the 

" jackals barked, the leader also made a noise along 
with them, and no one found bun out. But after 
some days, this leader becoming ashamed of the 

«A /'other . 
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other jackals, removed them to a distance, and 

placed the lions and elephants near himself : at 
night the jackals b^n to howl^ when the leader 
joined in their noise. The beasts who stood near 

" him, discovered who he was : they were ashamed 
of themselves, and falling on the leader, ripped up 

" his belly" 

The parrot, having finished the story, said to Kho- 
jisteh, " My mistress, the vices and virtues of every 
*^ individual may be discovered by his conversation. 
Go now to your lover, and talk with hun, in order 
to leam his character.'* Khojisteh vranted to go; 
inmiediately the cock crowed, andmoming appearing^ 
her visit was deferred. 



Digitized 



« 



^1 ^ c^; ^ JA 

i/U - 1^-^ o'f 




^\ 



Digrtized by Google 



•8 



TALE THE EIGHTEENTH. 



Of the Intimacy of Besheer with a Woman 

named Chunder. 

When the sun sunk into the west^ and the moon 
appeared in the east, Khojisteh, with an aclung heart, 
came to the parrot, and said, " I come to you eveiy 
*^ night to ask leaver and not to hear admonition.** 
The parrot answered, Make yourself easy, Kho* 
" jisteh, for now I will quickly unite you with your 
inend; just as the Arab who first sufifered distress, 
and at length obtained satis&ction." Khojisteh 
asked, " What is the nature of this story?'* 

The parrot began: In acity was a youth called 
Besheer, who had formed an intimaqr with a wo- 
man named Chunder. After some days, their se* 
ciet became public* Chunder s husband removed 

"her 
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her to another place; and JBesbeer was bewailing 
their separation day and night. One day he said 
to an Arab, with whom he had been long intimate^ 
1 want to visit Chunder, but come you along with 
mc: the Arab consented,, In short, they both 

^' set out together. When they arrived near Chun- 

" der s dweiimg, they alighted under a tree; Besheer 
sent the Arab^ who went to her house, and pre^ 
sented his friend's compliments. Chunder said. At 

" night I will be under that tree. At night Chunder 
went to the spot, when Besheer clasped her round 
the waists and the love^:$ were united. Besheer 
asked if she would continue there the whole night? 
She answered, No, unless the Arab undertook a 

" commission, in which case she would be able to 
stay. The Arab asked what he was to do : Chun- 
der said. Put on my gown, enter my house, and sit 
down in the court-yard; when my husband comes 
with a bowl of milk, and gives you to drink, don't 
take the bowl, neither uncover your face ; upon 
which he vrill place the milk near you and go 
away ; afterwards drink it The Arab consented, 

** and got into her house. When Chunder s bus- 
band came with the bowl of milk, aU he said could 

not 
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^ not prevail on the Arab either to diiok, or to open 
his mouth, or even to take the bowl from his hand. 
The husband fell into a rage, and began soouiging 

'' him, saying. Notwithstanding I shew you so much 
. indulgence, you will not open your lips, nor give any 
answer to my words* In short, he flogged the Arab 
so unmercifully that his skin was black and blue. 
When Chunder'$ husband left the Arab, he both 
wept and laughed. At that juncture came Chun- 
der's mother, and said, I am continually admonish- 

^ingyou; why will you not make a friend of your 

" husband? If you pine after Besheer, your husband 
will not see your face again. The mother went 
away, and said to Chunder's sister. Go and sit with 
her, and ask her why she will not agree with her 
husband } Chunder s sister approached the Arab, 

" who, at the sight of her face, forgot what he had 

^* suffered from the flogging, and putting his head out 
of the sheet, said. Ah madam! your sister is gone 
to-night to Besheer, and sent me to fill her place, 

*^ see what a flogging I have undergone for her sake: 
come now and pass the night with me, in order 

'' to preserve my secret, or otherwise both your sister 
and myself will suffer disgrace. Chunder s sister 

3 B laughed 
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" laughed, and then slept with the Arab. When 
U was near morning, the Arab repaired to 
der, who asked him how he had passed the night? 
He toU her all the dfcamstanoes abont the bus- 
band,and shewed her his back* Chunder was greatly 

" ashamed of herself ; but knew not how pleasantly 
he had passed the night with her sister." 

The parrot, having finished the story, said to Kho- 
jisteh, " Now arise and go to your sweet-hearL" She 
wanted to have gone; but the cock crowed, and the 
morning appearing, her departure was defemd* 



Digitized by Google 



>" A 
W y^. It. j/ i5t'/ /^.> y ;/ 




102 



TALE THE NINETEENTH. 

The Merchant, and how a Person*s Mare 

was killed. 

When the sun had gpne down in the west» and 
the moon was risen in the east^ Khojisteh put on fine 
atttre, and, going to the parrot, said, *^ Although I am 
able of myself to go to my lover, still I do not think 
it adviseable without your consent, because I rely 
" on your judgment : be expeditious to-night in gjv- 
" ing me permission." The parrot answered, My 
mistress, they who are wise do nothing without 
deliberation; you possess a good understanding, 
aiid therefore will never act rashly. I ani well 
" assured, that if any one should choose to act ini- 
*' micaliy towards you, such will be your maoage- 
" ment that no misfintune will befidl you: just as 
the merchant wisely contrived." Khojisteh asked. 
What is the nature of his story?" 

the . 
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The parrot began: Intimeof yore, theit was a 

wise merchaat who bad a vicious horse. One day^ 
during the time the mmhant was eating a meal^ 
a person arri?ed od a mare, and, having alighted, 

*^ wanted to tie his mare near the merchant's horse. 

*^ The merchant sdd to him, Don*t de her near my 
horse! The man did not mind, but tied his mare 
close to the merchant's horse, aiid then sat him- 

" self down to eat with the merchant ; who, there- 
upon said. What kind of person art thou, thus to 
sit down at my table uniiivitedK The man feigned 
himself deaf, and did not give any answer* The 
merchant imagined the man was deaf or dumb, 
Ad being helpless said nothidg fiirdier. A moment 
after, the merchant's horse kici^ed the mare so 
violently that her belly was ripped open, and she 
died. The owner began to dispute vrith the mer- 
chant, sa^g, Your horse has killed my mare, cer- 

" tsunly I will make you pay me her value. In short, 
he went and lodged his complaint before the Cazy, 
who cited the merchant, and he obeyed the sum-^ 
mons, but pretended to be dumb, and did not give 
any answer to all the Cazy's interrogatories. The 
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^ Cazy observed, the merchant is dumb^ and is not 
" in tbe least to blame. The phintiff asked the 
Judge, How do you know he is dumt) t at the 
time I wanted to tie mj mare near his horse he 
* saidlomei^DcmHtie! Now he fdgns himself dumh. 
The Cazy remarked, if he warned you against the 
aecideni, what then is his fiiult ? Go from henoel 
you are a bastard, and a blockhead; you have nude 
your own tongue convict you " 

The panot, having finished the story, said, " Now 
go to your lover/' She wanted to have gone ; at 
the veiy time the Qock crowed, and the dawn appear* 
■ ing, her visit was put off. 



> 



Digitized by Google 



I'6 



;IpT ^ >V /I 



Digitized by Google 



105 



TALE THE TWENTIETH. 



The Woman who by a Stratagem escaped 

out of the Lions Clutches. 

• 

W^HEN Ae ton sunk down in the west, and the 
moon got up in the east, Khojisteh went to the par- 
rot to ask leave, and said, " Ah, thou preserver of my 
secret! take pi^ on tne, qnkkly give me peraiis- 

^' sion ; and whatever you may have to say, deliver it 
hastily.*' The panot replied, My mistress, I have 
repeatedly put you to the proof, but have always 
found you wise ; you need not my advice : how- 
ever, if, pemdventure, any accident should befidl 
you, play off a stratagem, like the woman in the 
desert, who, by pracdsing actifioe with a Ibn, did 
not suffer my injury.'' KhojistebL asked, What 
kind of story is that?" 

The panot hegm, saying, h a certain ct^ lived 
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a man who bad a ray ill-natured irifi^ a great 
. *^ scold* Qae day, having chastised her for some £iult> 
she, with two infants, took the road to the desert 
It happieaiwl diat die woman saw align; and,bdng 

tenihed^ said to herself, I have acted very ill in 
^ conung abroad widiout having the consent of my 
husband : if no calamity beMs me irom thisiion^ , 

* ** I will return home and be obedient to him. In short, 

m 

^ the woman fixmed her {dan, and said to the Vm/ 

Come near and listen to my words. The iion was 
astonished, and said, Speak! what have you tosay? 
The woman said. In this desert is a mighty lion» 

** the terror of every man and beast; the king sends 

^ three or four men for his subsistence : to-day 
the lot has fallen on myself and these two infants: 

** take my children and devour them, and then escape 
from this desert; I also, being afone and unencum* 
bered, may then run away. The lion replied. 
Well, now you have told me all your ovmdreum* 
stances: it would answer no purpose for me to de« 
vour eidier you or your children ; because I have 

^ no place of retreat. In short, die lion went tpano- 

ther 
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ther part of the desert; and Ac womaii took the 
road to her own dtj, and, during the remainder 

of her Xik, was obedient to her husband.*' 

The parrot, having finished the stoiy^ saidtoKho- 
jisteh^ Arise, my mistress^ delay not, go to your 
kfm.'* Khqisteli got up^ and made an effiort lo 
go. At the instant the cock crowed^ and morning 
appeaiii^ her dqartnre was defared. 
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TALE THE TWENTY-FIRST. 

■ 

Of a King and his Sons, and of a Frog 

and a Snahe^ 

• 

W^HEN the sun sunk into the west, and the moon 
appeared in the east, Khojisfeb went to the panot, to 
ask leave> and said^ O parrot! when will that time 
" arrive that I shall join my beloved i I wisb to go, 
" but have not resolution : I know not what kind 
of fortune mine is." The parrot said, Alas, my 
mistress ! my heart at this instant bears witness, that 
I will quickly unite you with your friend ; but if 
you get to your lover, perform all the conditkms 
which friendship requires, neglecting not an item; 
just as Khaliss and Mukhless served the king s son^ 

• 

^ in exact conformity to the duties of friendship." 
Khcgisteh asked, What is the nature of this story?" 

a D The 
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The panot began, saying, Once on a dme, Acre 
*^ was a mighty monarchy wbo had two sons ; and 
** when he departed from this world, the eldest son 
^' assumed his crown and throo^ and wanted to kiH 
his jrounger brother ; who, having no resourcei 
quitted the city and kingdom, unattended. One 
^ dag^ he came to the^e of a pond, where a snake 
bad seized a fix)g» who was oying out The princd 
*^ ^ed out to the snake, who, thereupon quitted his 
hold : the frog jumped into the water, and the 
*' snake remained. The prince was ashamed, in that 
^' he bad taken the food out of the snake's inoudi. 
In short, he cut a piece of flesh from his own body, 
and flung it to the snake, who went to his {emale 
with the flesh in his mouth. The female on 
tasting it, said to the male, From whence did you 
bring this savoury meat ? The snake told her aU 
^ the circumstances. The female said. You ought to 
" shew your gratitude to the person who did you such 
kindness. The snake, havmg transformed hunself 
" into tlie shape of a man, waited on the prince, and 
** said. My name is Kbalis» (or sincere): I want to 

engage 
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** engage in your service. The prince assented. When 
^ the fiog leaped from the jaws of the snake^ stained 

** with blood, he went to his female and told her all 
the dicumstances. The fiemale said to him, Cio 
now, and be ready to do a service to that person* 
" The frog, also, having assumed the human form, 
came to the prince, and said. My name is Mukh- 
** less (or candid); I wish to sene you, like the rest 
** of your slaves. The prince entertained him also in 
^ his service. These three men departed from thence, 
** and came to a cily, wherein was a king; to whom 
the prince went, and said, I am so valiant, that 
alone I am able to fight against an hundred men: 
^ if you will pay me one thousand rupees daily, I 
will enter into your senice; and whatever business 
** you shall command me to perform, I will always 
*^ accomplish. The king took him into his service, 
" and ordered him one thousand rupees daily allow* 
" ance. The prince received one thousand rupees 
eveiy day, one hundred of which sufficed for his 
** own expences, two hundred he divided between his 
" companions, and the remainder he bestowed in cha- 
rity. One day the king went to enjoy the sport of 
iishing; il happened that the king's ring fell inLo 

"the 
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the liver; and, uotwithstaadii^ ail Ihe seaich thai 
was made after it, could not be recovered. He 
Mid to the prince. Fetch my ring oat of the river. 
** The prince conyersed with his companioo^ who 
asked. What kind of buaness is this which the kmg 
has commanded you to perform \ JVIukhless said, 
** Make your mind easy, I will execute this business. 
. *\ Mttkhless, acooidfaigly, having assumed the form 
/^%f a frog, plunged into the river, and instantly 
' brought out the ring. The prince presented the 
ring to his majes^, who increased his kindness 
towards him. borne days after, the king's daugh- 
ter being bit by a snake, all the remedies applied 
by the physidans produced no effect The king ' 
commanded the prince to cure his daughter. The 
^' prince was pensive, and said to himself. This is 
not my business. Khaliss (or candid) said. Convey 
^* me to the lady, and place her in a retired situation ; 

I will cure her. He did so. Khaliss applied his 
** own mouth to the wound which the snake had made, 
and sucked out all the poison; when the princess 
instantly obtained relief. The king was highly de* 
" lighted, and bestowed his daughter in marriage on 

" the 
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*^ the prince, \^ liom he made his heutenanL Khaliss 
and Miikhlcss both said. We now want leave to 
depart. The prince o]bsjenredj What a time is this 
for taking leave ! Khaliss said, 1 am that snake to 
whom you gave yom* own flesh ; Mukhiess said, 
I am the veiy frog whom you deUvered from the 

" mouth of the snake : we now wish to return to 
our own habitations. The prince took leave of 

** them both." 

The parrot, having finished the tale, said to Kho- 
jisteh, " Go now, delay not." Khojisteh arose in or- 
der to have gone ; immediately the cock ciowedj aujd 
her departure was deferred. 



Digitized by Google 



^1 ^Ouw 



c/J J' i/^ 

tt/c' yii >^ fcf' ^fi^ f<^> >^ a'^ 



Digitized by Google 



I 



113 



TALE THE TWENTY-SECOND. 



The Merchant whose Daughter was lost 

W^HGN the sun went into the west, and Ae moon 

appeared in the east, Khojisteh repaired to the parrot, 
andsatdown^contemplatiye. Thepanot asked, '^Mas, 

my mistress 1 why art thou thoughtful to*night ^ 
Khojisteh said, " Last night these reticctioiis came 

into my mind — whether my lover is wise or sim- 
" pie, learned or ignorant. If he is silly, his society 
" will resemble death." The parrot ssud, My nii»^ 

tiess, go this time to the house of your lover, and 
" relate to him the story of the merchant's daughter, 

in order to try his understanding. If he g^ves you 
" a proper answer, you may esteem hun wise.** Kho- 
jisteh asked, " What is the nature of the story ?'* 

The 
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The parrot began : In Cabul was an opulent 

merchant, who had a ijeautiful daughter, named 
Zerah (or Venus)* Wealthy persons, of every city, 
V courted her: but the girl did not approve of anyone 
of them ; but said to her father, I will marry one 
who is either completely \rise, or very skilful* This 
^' declaration was rumoured throughout all countries. 

In one city dwelt three youths, each of whom pos- 
*' sessed a valuable art These three young men went 
" to Cabul, and said to the merchant. If your daugh- 
" ter requires a man of skill, either of us three can 
assert that character. One said. My art is this : 
whenever any thing is lost, I know where it is ; and 
have also a foreknowledge of future events. Hie 
" second said, I can make such a horse of wood, that 
whosoevermounts it, floats inihe air,likethe throne 
of Solomon. The third person said, I am an archer^ 

* 

and can pierce any olject at which I point my . 
arrow. The merchant communicated to his daugh- 
ter the several pretensions of these three youths. 
The daughter said, I will deliberate the matter in 
^' my own mind, and tell you to-morrow which of 
4 • ''them 
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^ them I shall prefer. At night the daughter disap- 

** peared from the house. In the mommgall search 
was ineffectual ; it could not be discovered whither 
she was gone. The merchant went to ilie young 
man who knew all cutnimstances relative to any 
thing lost, and said, Inioim me where my daughter 

^ is ? After an hour's consideration, the man replied, 
A £ury has carried your daughter to the summit 
of a mountain, inaccessible to men. The merchant 

^ then addressed the second youth, saying, Make you 
a wooden horse, and give it to the young archer, 
that he may mount it and ascend the mountain, 

** and, after having killed the fairy with his arrow, 
bring back the girl. He made a wooden horse, the 
young archer mounted, ascended the mountain, 
and having transfixed the faiiy with his shaft, 

** brought away the young vhgin. Each of the three 
daimed her as his. right, and disputation com- 
menced.** 

When the parrot had brought Khojisteh to this 
part of the story, he said, " Carry iliis tale to your 
lover, and ask him to which of the three youths the 
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young woman ought to have been given. If he 
letums you a finder answer, be satisfied in le- 

gard to his understandijig." Khojisteh said^ I 
must b^ you will first tell me to whom the gM 
justly bdonged i** The parrot answered, To the 
person who killed the faiiy, and broftight hack the 
merchant's daughter : because the othen merefy 
exhibited dieir skill ; whilst this repairfd to the 
" place of danger, and exposed himself to great diffi- 
culttes, regardless of his own life." 

The parrot, having finished the stoiy, said to Kho- 

jisteh, Be expeditious, and go to your lover," She 
got up, and wanted to have gone: Ae code crowed, 
morning appeared, and her visit was deferred. 
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TALE THE TWENTY-THIRD. 

Of a Bmhminfcdling in Love with the Kir^ 

of Babylon's Daughter. 

WHENflie sun sunk into the west, and the moon 

appeared in the east, Khojisteb went to the parrot 
to ask leave, and said, 0 thou wise bird ! whose 
'' counsels are prudent, and who acts the part of a 
" friend; if you ttdnk it adviseable, delay not to-day 
in giving me permission: or else speak plainly, 
to the end that I may be patient, and make chpioe 
of retirement." The parrot answered, " Every 
night I give you leave; but I know not what kind 
of luck attends you, that it will never befriend 
" you. It is incumbent on you to go quickly to-day, 
and have an interview with your lover : however^ 
" give ear to my counsel, that you may act in 
such a manner that no misfortune may befisdl 
^ you, but advantage or prosperity ; like as the brah- 
" min, who having fallen in love with the daughter 

"of 
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*' of the king of Babylon, got possession not Onlf 
of lus beloved^ but also of money and inoper^* 

*^ without suffering any misfortune.** Khojisteb asked^ 
What b the nature of his stoiy?** 
The parrot began: Once on a tinoe, a brahmin, 
who was both handsome and discreet, having 
thought proper to quit his and native soS, 
went to the dty of Babylon. One day as diis 
brahmin was walking in a garden, the daughter 
of the king of Babylon came also to the sfmC 

^ spot, tu take an airing, and to view the display of 
flowers. The brahmin and the vir^ were miH 
tuaily eJ)^oured of each other at the first glance. 

^ When she returned hcmie, she became distracted; 

*^ and the brahmin, on returning to his habitation, 
fell sick. In short, the brahmin went to a ma- 
gidan, and entered into his serrice. — After some 

^ time the magidan was quite confounded how to 
' " requite his great attention and fidthful services. 

** One day he said to liim. Ask me for any thing 

^ that you desire, and I will give it; shew and 

^ dedare what it is that you want The brahmin 
(£soovered his situation to the magician, who 

said. 
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said, I thought you would have asked for a 
gold mine — ^what mighty business is it to bring 

^* man and woman together ? The magician im- 

** mediately formed a m^gic ball, and giviug it to 
the brahmin> said, If a man puts this ball in his 
mouth, whoever sees him will suppose him a wo- 
man ; and if a female u?es it in the same man- 

*^ ner, she tippears a man to ail beholders. Next 
day the magician himself personated the brahmin ; 

** and the brahmin, putting the baD in his mouth, 
being transformed into a woman, the ma^cian 
went to the king of Qabylon, and said, I am a 

^ brahmin, and have a son, who having suddenly 
become insane has wandered abroad — this is his 
wife : if you will adiuiL her into your palace for 
a few days, then I will go in search of him. The 
king granted the brahmin s request, and, more- 

*^ over, gave him something for his expences, and 
sent the woman to his own daughter. By this 
artifice, the magician introduced the brahmin to 
the king's daughter, and himself got good money 

*^ in hand. Ihe princess shewed great tenderness 

« 

" to ttie woman, alias the brahmin. In short, one' . 

« day 
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^ day the brahmin said to the princess^ Why does 
your complexion fade in this manner, becoming 
every day more and more pale^ whilst your strength 

" seems exhausted? Tiie young woaiaii wanted to 
conceal her secret fiom the brahmin ; but he press* 
ing her on the subject, said, I perceive you are 

^ in love with somebody — ^it will be much better 

" to make me your confidante, when I will oer- 

" tainly apply a remedy to the disease. The prin- 
cess related to the brahmm all the particulars of 
her case. He said. If now you were to see that 

*^ brahmin, do you think you could recollect him ? 
She replied, Yes, I should certamly know him 
again. Immediately the brahmin look the bail 
out of his mouth, and she knew him, and they 
embraced each other. After some days the young 

** lady advised thus with the brahmin, It is most 
adviseable that we depart hence, and take up our 

** abode in some other country, where we may fol- 
low the dictates of our mclmations» Then, hav- 
ing agreed together on this point, the king of Ba- 

** bylon's daughter stole out of her father's treasury 

*^ a great quantity of gold and jewels, sufficient to 

2 G " support 
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support them as long as they should live ; and, at 
nighty aooompanied bjr the bnihiiuii» she left the 
house. In one day and night they got beyond 

^ the limits of her father^s dominions, and fixed 
their abode in another territory* wbere^ free of all 

" restraints from others, they entered on the enjoy- 
ment of their amorous inclinations with boundless 
pleasure and delight. The king was greatly asto- 
nished at this eient ; but, notwithstanding his most 
diligent enquiries, could not find out his daugh- 

" ter, because she had escaped beyond llie bounda- 
ries of his tenitories." 

The ponot, having finished the tale^ said to Kho- 
jistfih, *^ Now arise» and go to your lover" She 
wanted to have done so^ when instandy the cock 
crowed, and, dawn appearing, her departure waa 
(kfentdt 
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TALE THE TWENTY-FOURTH- 

How the Son of the King of Babylon fell . 
in love with a young woman. 

When the sun descended in the west, and the 
moon arose in the east> Rhojisteh went to die par- 
rot to ask leave, and said, Whenever I may go to 
^ my lover, I wish first to make trial of his undcr- 
standing. If I discover him to be wise, I wiO 
** strengthen my friendship with hun : otherwise I 
" will exercise patience; for the sages have said, that 
in friendship three thmgs ought not to be trusted : 
first, friendship with women ; secondly, having 
intimacy or associating witii children ; and thkdiy, 
the company of blockheads.'* The parrot re- 
plied, " My mistress, whatever you say is proper: 
to-ni^t you must tell a lale to your lover, and . 
require of him an answer ; which if he gives 
properly, you may account him ^se \ but if be 

" returns 
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returns an improper answer, rest assured he is de- 
ficient in understanding.'* Kbojisteh asked, What 
tale is it on which I am to question himT 
The parrot began : Once on a time, the son of 
the king of Babylcm, happening to enter ^ idol 
temple, there beheld a young woman, the bri^t<- 
'* ness of whose countenance resembled the moon, 
^ as did her jetty locks the darkest night ; her sta- 
ture was as erect as the cypress, and her walk 
gracefol as the pheasant : he was instandy smit- 
ten with her charms ; and, laying his head at the 
** feet of the piiiicipal idol in the temple, in a plain* 
tive and £eeble tone thus expressed himself. If 
that young woman should many me, I will sever 
my head fiom my body, iuid sacrifice it to you* 
In short, the king's son sent a message to the girFs' 
&ther, and asked her in marriage. Her father 
gave his consent, and themarriage was petformed 
agreeably to the rites and ceremonies of their 
** respective tribes* In short, the lovers were united. 
'' After some iays, the £ither mvited his daughter 
*^ and son-in-law to his own house. The king's 
" son, with his wife, set out for the father-in-law's 
house ; and a. brahmin who had been the intimate 

companion 
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^ compankm of the king's son, also accompanied 
them. When the prince approached the temple 
** where he had first seen his wife, he recollected , 
** the vow he had made to the idol of the place. He 
" went alone into the temple, in order to perform his 
" WW, and, cutting off his own head, dropped it at 
** the feet of the image. Afterwards^ when the 
" brahmin also entered the temple, he saw the 
*' prince lying dead, and was terrified : he thought, 
" if I remain alone, people will suppose me to have 
" been his murderer. When many such reflections ' 
^' had passed in his mind, he said. It will be best 
" for me to cut off my own head, and leave it also 
at the feet of the idol. Then the brahmin cut 
off his own head, and dropped down at the feet 
of the image. A minute after, the wife also came 
into the temple, and seeing both persons slain^ 
" was astonished, not being able to account for what 
had happened. She resolved to sever her own 
head from her body, and to bum with her husband* 
^ At that interval a voice issued: fiom the temple, 
0 woman ! replace the severed heads on their re- 
speclive trunks, when they will be alive again. The 
woman was so oveijoyed on hearing these words. 
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that, in her huny, she placed her husband's head 

on the brahmm*s body^ and put the brahmin s 
^ head upon her husband's shoulders, and instantly 

they were bodi restored to. life and stood before 

the woman. Then began a dispute between the 
" prince's body a(id the brahmin's each dairn* 

log her ibr his wife.*' 

When the parrot had related thus far of the story, 
he said to Khojbteh^ If you want to try his under- 

standii^y ask him, which had a right to the wife» 

the husband s head^ or the husband s body K'— 
Khqjisteh requested the parrot to instruct her on 
this point ? The parrot replied, The rightful 

owner of that woman is the husband s head, he- 
** cause the head is the seat of wisdom, and presides 

over the body." When Khojisteh had heard the 
end of the story, she stood up, with intention to go 
to her lover : instantly the cock crowed, and dawn 
appearing, her departure was delayed. 
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The panot said: Once on a time z man gave 
some fdoose * to his wife, who went to a grocer s 
*' 8hq> in the market to buy sugar. As soon as the 
^' giooer saw Ae woman^ he had an inclination for 
** hen The woman bought a seer f of sugar, and 
^ tied it ih a comer of her vefl. The grocer plied 
the woman with pleasant disoooise, and she yielded 
to his desires. In short the grocer conducted her 
" into his own house, and she left her veil in the 
shop* The grocer's shopman took the sugar out 
'* of her veil, and, substituting an equal quantity of 
sand, tied it up in the comer of the yeil. When 
the woman came out again, she took up her veil 
and returned home.' When she came to her hua- 
hand, he untied the veil, and seeing it contain sand, 
** he said to her. Why, wife, what pleasantry is this 
you are using with me ? I sent you finr sugar, and 
- ^ you have brought me sand. The wife, without 
any hesitation, said. As soon as I got out of die 
bouse an ox ran at me, upon which I took to 
flight, and tumbled down on the ground ; the 
" money fell out of my hand, and as I was ashamed 
to look for it before the men who were present, I 

"took 

• Pieces of copper coin, + About two lbs. 
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took up the sand from the spot, and have brought 
^' it here : the money must be amongst this sand. 
" The husband kissed her from head to foot, and 

said» The mone79 being lost, is of no consequence ; 

but why did you trouble yourself to bring a 
" quantity of sand } In short, the wife answering in . 

this manner without hesitation^ the husband was 
'* not angry, but even pitied her." 

The parrot, having finished this story, said to 
Khojistdi, Arise, go to youi kmr ; and if per- 
chance be should be angry with you, certainly 
*' you will at the time think of some good excuse 
Khojisteh was comforted by the words of the parrot. 
When she put her shoes on her feet» and wanted to 
have got up, the cock crowed, davm appeared, and 
her departure was deferred. 
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TALE THE TWENTY-SIXTH. 

The Merchant's Daughter, whom the King 

rejected. 

When the sun was set, and the moon risei^ 
Khojisteb, with a downcast countenance, went to 
, die parroty and said^ " 0 thou possessor of my 
" secret ! the sages have said^ that a woman widi- 
*^ out shanie is the worst of wonien : — ^Now I 
'* wish 10 avoid going to a strange man, and to sit 
*^ at borne patiently The panot answered, My 
mistress, whatever you say is right ; but I fear 
that if you restrsun- yourself, your constitution 
will dedme, like the king*s," tUiojisteh asked^ 
Wfiat kind of story is his ?" 

The parrot began : In a certain ci^ was a 

^ merchaat, who had plenty of money and eifects, 

''and 
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and kept horses and elq)hants. He had a very 
handsome daughter, the fame of whose beauty 

" reached distant countries and cities. MerchaiUii 
and traders of that country wanted to many 
the merchant's daughter ; but the father would 
not accept of their proposals. When the young 
woman became manfiagieable, one day the mer- 
chant wrote and sent a letter to tiie king, couched 

" in the following terms: — ^' I have a daughter^ the 
beauty of whose countenance resembles the moon^i 
her walk is graceful as the mountain pheasant, 

" and her voice may compare with the nightingale 
with a thousand notes ; from the desire of hearing 

*^ her ^scourse, the birds are arrested in their flight, 
and ^Ibecome intoxicated and senseless. I flatter 
myself, that if your Majesty sees good, she is 

^ worthy of your choice, and may be the means of 
increasing my own rank in life.* On the receipt 
of this letter, the king was greatly delighted, 
and said. Every thing comes of itself, to him who 

** is fortunate. The king had four viziers, to all 

" of whom he said, Qo you to the merchants house^ 

."take 
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take a view of hb daughter^ and if she is yrarOif ' 

of my choice, bring her immediately. The viziers 
" entered the merchant's house, and, on beholding 

the daughters face> were deprived of their senses* 
*^ They consulted together, and said. If the king 
^ should see a woman with so beautiful a counte- 

nance, he would lose his reason, and, remaining 
^ widi her night and day, will pay no attentlcm to 

the duties of royalty, so that all public afiairs will 

go to ruin. Then the four viziers returned to 

^^^^ * 

die king, and thus reported : Hiis im^n is not 
*^ remarkably handsome : in the royal palace are 
" many that have equal pretensions to beauty. The 

king said^ If it is as you represent, then I wiQ 

not marry her. In short, the king did not ask 

* 

** the merchants daughter in marriage. The mer- 
chani, in despair, married his daughter to the 
cutwal of lliat city. One day the young woman 
said to herself. It is extraordinary that the king 
rejected me, who am so beautiiul i some time or 
other I will shew myself to him. In short, one 
day, as the king was passing by the cutwal's ha- 

bitation. 
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bitation^ the woman was standing on llie roof of 
the house» and shewed herself lo the king, whcv 
as soon as he saw bei; fell in lore ; and, having 
sent for the visiers, mud to them. Why did you 
tell me such &lse words ? Th^ answered^ We 
unanimously agreed, that, if your Majesty were to 
see this woman^ you would neglect the afiairs of 
your kingdom. The king approved of the viziers 

^' excuse, and his love for the woman affected his 
health* The ministers of state recommended, that 
the king should demand the woman of the cut- 
wal; and if he did not resign her willingly, that 
she shouM be taken from him by force. The 

** king said : I am the prince of this kingdom % be 
carefril how you advise : I will not . be guiltjr of 
an action so very repugnant to justice ; it does 
not become monarphs to beha^ with such ty- 
ranny towards their subjects and servants. In 

** short, after a few days, the king was sdzed wiA 
melancholy on account of this woman ; he became 
emaciated, and, at length, died of grief.'* 

The parrot having finished thb stoiy, said to Khp^ 
jisteh, It is not adviseable for you torestramyour 

9 K passion ; 
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*^ passion ; arise, and have an interview with your 
" lover^ or else you, like the king, will suffer in 
your health." Khojisteh wanted to have gone; 
instandj the oock crowed^ and dawn appearing^ her 
departure was deferred. 
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TALE THE TWENTT-SEVENTH. 

The Potter, who is taken into the service of 
a Kii^r and made General of his Army. 

TV^HEN the Sim went to the western quarter, Kho- 

' jisteh, with her eyes full of tears, and an aching heart* 

went to the parrot and sud^ When an Arab went 

to a rich man, and said/ 1 will go to Mecca;* the 

** rich man answered, * Go.* He said, ' I have not the 

means.' The ridi man replied, ' If you have not 

moBX^, it is not proper for you to go thither; for 

** God has not commanded those who are pow to 

gp to Mecca.' The Arab returned, * I come to ycm 

in hopes of obtaining some money, and not to 

consult you on a point of law/*"Thus do you re- 

couctto me maxuns and&blcs, when I come merely 

to ask permission to visit my lorer, not to hear 

*^ advice and listen to stories*" The parrot said, 

u 5^ 
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*^ Be not uneasy at my wQrd^ and exhortations^ sincQ 
the adfkse of a friendly monitor is serviceable fiiHr 
^ this woild as well as for the next/* Khojisteh re* 
joinedi ^ 0 parrot! I listen to every advice that you 
*^ give me ; to-night, being dark, I am afraid to go 
** alone, and want to take my own slave along with 
^ me." The parrot said, " A slave is a menial ser- 
*^ vant» not fit to accompany you ; for the sages have 
said, that no reliance ought to be placed on those 
of low degree. Have not you heard the story of 
'I the potter khojisteh asked, What lund of 
st(^r) is lliii) ?" 

The parrot said: *^ One day a potter, having drank 

^ a quantity of liquor, was intoxicated, and, falling 
over the pots and pans, cut his &ce and body. — 
The cuts on his face were cured in a shprt tlme^ 
but the wounds in his body left such marks that 
they resembled the scars of a sw)c»d or an arrow. 
A famine happening in the potter's town, he was 

" obliged to go to another place in quest of service. 

^ The king of that country seemg such kind of scars 
on the potter's body, he thought this must be boiiie 
valiant man to have put himself in the way of re- 
ceiving such wounds: thereupon the kuig engaged 

^ him, 
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^' him, and exalted him to high rank. A few days 
after, the king was engaged in a war, and made 
the potter commander of his forces^ and designed 
to send him to oppose the enemy. The potter^ 
being terrified, fdl sick, and said to the king, I 
am a potter^ and shall never be able to perform 
military dut)\ The king laughed very heartily, but 
^' within himself was ashamed, ^d he sent anothejr 
person to conduct the war." 
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The parrot, havmg finished the tale, said to Kho^ 
jisteh, " Don't take a slave along with you, but go 
alone, for no gpod acticws can pioceed tern mean 
persons." Khojisteh wanted to have gone unat- 
taided; instantly the cock ciQwed, and dawn ap- 
pearing, her departure was deferred. 
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tMjE the twenty-eighth. 



The Lion and his fF helps, and how he 
fostered a young Jackal. 

W^HEN the sun went to the western quarter, Kho« 

jisteh^ arrayed in man*s apparel, repaired to the parrot, 
to ask leave. The panot kughed heartily at seeing 
Khojisteh dressed in man's clothes, and said to her, 
" As this is a dark night,'you have done well in put- 
*^ ting on man's clothes, and commg alone, mstead 
" of bringing the slave along with you. To-day, as 
a panot, an old friend of mine, was flying, seeing 
me in the cage, he approached xne, and irom him 
I heard a tale similar to that I related to yon last 
night." Kh^steh asked, What is the nature 

" of itr 

The parrot began : Once on a time, a lion dwell; 
in a desert abng with his female and two whelps. 

''One 
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^ One day he roamed aboui the woods atid duckets in 

quest of game; but, notwrithstandiug all his search 
and labour, not being able to find any thing, was 
retonung lowaids his own den, when he saw, lying 
** on the ground, a jackal cub only a fisw days old: 
" he took it up, and brought it to the honess^ si^jriQg 
to her. This is all the game I have picked up to- 
" day ; I cannot find in my heart to eat it : I can 
£ist one or two days, but you are not able to do 
^' so; therefore eat this. The lioness answered^ 
You are a male, whose heart is hard and void of 
compassion, yet will not eat it ; how then can I, 
" who am a female with two young mies, and have 
a tender heart, devour it ? N^, if you command 
me, I will nourish this orphan, and supply the place 
** of ils motlier. The lion replied. It is well. A 
^ month or two after Ais, the lion's whelps imd the 
" young jadral, all three were mcieased in size. Ihe 
lions whelps imagined the young jackal was thek 
" brother, and they played together as such. One 
day these three young ones went to hunt together, 

"and 
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and saw an elephant The young jackal fled frcnn 
the place^ and hid himself under a tree. The lion 
whelps* on seeing their elder brother run away, 
fled also. An hour after, all the young ones came 
home together, and told their adventure to the 

" lioness ; who then observed, He is the cub of a 
jackal i bow should he be vaUant? and what does 

** be know of war?" 

The parrot having finished this story, said to • 
Khojisteb, Stand up now, and go to your lofer*** 
Khojisteh wanted to have gone: immediately the cock 
crowed, and dawn appearing her departure was de- 
ferredt 
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TALE THE TWENTY-NINTH. 

The Nobleman who concealed a Snake in 

his Sleeve. 

W^H£N the sun went to the western quarter, and 

the moon appeared above the eastern horizon^ Kho- 
jistehy whose eyes were full of tears, repaufed to the 
parrot, and said, " My heart is consumed with the 
" fire of love ; to-night, by all means, I will go to 
*^ my sweetheart'* When the panot saw that Kho- 
jisteh was particularly anxious this night to go to her 
fever, he was alarmed, and, after considering with 
himself, said, My mistress, 1 wish to God to send 
** you quickly to your lover, and evciy night I give 
you leave : but you yourself create delay, and are 
not able to go ; I know not what has befallen you. 
*' Now arise and go to your lover; but place no con- 
fidence in an enemy, otherwise you must meet 

2 M 'f with 
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^ with the same return as the nobleman experienced 

" from the snake." Khojisteh asked, What is the 

*^ nature of the stoiy r 

The parrot began: One day, as a nobleman was 

** hunting, a frightened snake came to him, and said, 
0 my lord, allow me to conceal myself in some 

" place ! The nobleman asked, Why are you afraid ? 

^ He said, An enemy with a sdck is pursuing me 
to kill me. The nobleman pitied the snake, and 
admitted him into his own sleeve, where he lay 
concealed. An instant alter, a person widi a stick 
came to the spot, and said, A black snake escaped 
from me and ran diis way — has any body seen it ? 

** The nobleman answered. No. The man with 
the sdck m his hand looked about, but, not seeing 
the snake,, went his way* The nobleman said to 

" the snake, Your enemy is departed ; do you also 

^' go your own way. The snake answered, I will 
bite and kill you, after which I will go : know 
you not that I am your enemy ? You are an 
egregious blockhead to have had reliance on me^ 
, " and out of compassion to have admitted me into 
your sleevoh The npbleman said to die snake, I 

*' have 
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hare done good to you ; why want you to render 
me evil } The snake replied. The sages have ml. 
It is not right to do good to every person. The 

*' nobleman in his own mind was frightened, and re- 
pented of what he had done, and thought to hhn- 

*' self> By what means can I deliver my life ftom his 
designs, and get hun out of my sleeve ? He was 
prompt in the business, and said to the snake. Here 

" comes another of your species ; lay our matter before 

" him, and if he approves of your sendments, then 
treat me as you please. Hereupon the snake 
turned his head in order to look at the other, 
when the nobleiiiaa seizing the opportunity, struck 
a stone against the $nake*s head, and killed it" 

When Khojisteh.had heard the story to the end, 
she said to the parrot, I approve of your exhorta- 
tion, and have listened to your tale ; now hear one 
** word of mine — ^Be pleased to give me leave.** — 
The parrot said, Arise, and delay not, and go to 

" your 
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" your lover, for that is my wish." Khojisteh stood 
np9 and set out The cock crowed : Khojisteh abased 
the cockj and Goming again to the parrot, said — 
Now that day has appeared, it is not a time for 
me to ga*' In shorti this night also her depar* 
ture was deferred* 
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TALE THE THIRTIETH. 

a 

The Soldier and the Goldsmith, the latter 

of whom lost his Life jrom the Love of 
Moju^* 

W^HEN the sun sunk into the western quarter^ and 
it was evening, the stars appeared, Khojisteh ate some 
fruit; she combed her hair, and having applied col- 
lyrium to her eyes, put on fine apparel, and bedecked 
her ears and neck with gold and jewels, and then 
went to the parrot to ask leave, saying, 0 thou 

possessor of niy secret^ make ii sign for me lo go !" 
The parrot said, Keep in remembrance a maxim 
" of mine — ^Not to tell one's secret to any one> 
^ otherwise it will be discovered; just as the gold- 

smith's secret was found out'* Khojisteh asked. 

What is his story ?" 

The parrot b^an: ^ In a certaui dty was a 
wealthy goldsmith. A soldier thought him his 

2 N friend. 
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fhend, and believed bim sincerei/ attacbed to his 
interest. One day the soldier found on the road 
a purse iiill of money^ and having opened it, 
counted two hundred and fifty gold mohurs. The 

^ soldier carried the mohurs to the goldsniithy and 
rejoicing, said, 1 am veiy fortunate that, without 
labour, I have found this sum of money on the 
highway. He then gave all the money in chaigie 

** to the goldsmith. Some days after, the soldier 
wantec) his own money. The goldsmith said. Ton 
tell a falsehood ; when did you entrust your mo- 

*' ney to me ? I imagiiied you my friend, not know- 
ing you to be such an enemy; you want to get 
money by fraud. The soldier, having no aitema- 
, live, went to the Cazy ; who ask^ him. Have you 
any person as a witness \ He answered. No. The 

" Cazy thought to himself, Goldsmiths are a faith- 

** less set of people, and thieves, so that it is not at 
. all improbable but be may have stolen the money. 
In short, the Cazy sent for the goldsmith and his 
wife ; but to all his intenogiations they vrould not 
confess^ The Cazy said to them, 1 know very well 

^ thai 
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ditt have taken die xBoney ; if jwu do not 

*^ restore it^ i will send you to hell. Then the Cazy 
entmd the house^ and concealed two persons hi 
*^ a chest placed in one of the chambers. After so 
doing, he came out, aiid ag9Ul said to the 
smhh^ If you do not consent to restore his monqr* 
^ to-monow I wUl put you to death. He then gave 
orders that the goldsmith and hb wife should be 
*^ shut up tc^ethet m that chamber. At midnight 
the woman said to the goldsmith. If you did take 
" this money, tell me where you have put it } The 
goldsmith said. In such a place, I put it into the 
ground. In short, when the night was ended, and 
the sun rose, the Cazy soit for the goldsmith and 
" his wife, and, confronting them with the two per- 
sons* who had been m the chest, asked the latter 
what conversation the goldsmith had with his wife 
*' the preceding night ? They related to the Cazy 
whatever they had heard. The Cazy sent his own 
men to the goldsmith's house, and described the 
spot where the purse of money had been put, and 
on di^;ing up the ground they tbund it and brought 
*' it to the Cazy. He restored the purse to the sol- 

dier^ and hanged the goldsmith on a gibhet.** 

The 
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The parrot having finished this stor}% said to Kho- 
jisteh, If the gddsmith had not told the secret to 
^ his own wife, it would not t}ave been discoyered, 
^ Ncnr arise and go to your lover.** Khqjisteh stood 
up; instantly the cock crowed, and the dawn appear-1 
ingy her departure wa§ deferred. 
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TALE THE THIRTY-FIRST. 



OftJie Merchant, and the Barber s beating 

the Brahmins.' 



W^HEN the sun went into the western side^ and 
the moon got up, and the stars appeared, Khojisteh 
hairing put on ^>paFel cS gold tnDcade, ornamented 
her ears and neck with gold and jewels, and went 
to the parrot to ask leave, saying, I want to go to 
my lover at midnight now tell a short stoiy.*' 
The parrot said: " In a certain cily was an opu- 
lent merchant, who bad not any child. One day 
be said to himself, I have amassed a great quantity 
of riches in this world, but have not any child I0 
possess my wealth at my decease ; it is adviseable 
for mc to dispose of all my property amongst der- 
vebhes, the poor, and orphans. In sbor^ he gave 

a O " away 
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^' away all his piop^ in charity. That veiy nigh^ 

m a dreani^ he saw a person^ to whom he said. 
Who art thou? The vision answered, I am the 
archetype of your desdny : Forasmuch as you have 

" this day disposed of all your riches amongst the 
poor without having reserved any part to yourself, 
I will visit you to-morrow under the semblance 
of a brahmm> when do you strike me several blows 
on the head with a stick, on which I will fail to 
the ground, and be converted into gold ; whatever 

*^ membor you may lequure cut it ctf, and imme-» 
diateiy its place will be supplied with another limb. 
The next day a barber was shaving the merchants 
beard, at which time a brahmin arrived, The mor* 
chant got up, and with a stick struck the brahmin 
several tunes on the head, who fell on the ground 

*^ and was changed into gold. The merchant gave 
the barber some rupees, and said, Tdl not diis 
adventure to aqy one. The barber concluded^ that 

" upon any person striking with a stick a brahmin 
he would be turned into gold. The barber went 
to his own house, when he invited several brah- 
mins, and gave a feast ; after which he took up 
a stick and repeatedly belaboured the brahmins oa 

their 
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their heads in such a manner that their pates were 
broken^ and blood flowed. The brahmins begaa 

'* to vociferaic ihcir coinpiaiiits, whicli brought to- 

gether a crowd of people, who dragged the bar^ 

ber before the magistrate. The judge asked him, 
" Why did you beat the brahmins ? He answered, 
^' Because when I was at the house of a certain mer- 
*^ chaiit a brahmin entered, to whom the mcrchaiu 
** gave several blows on the head widi a stick ; 

whereupon he was changed into gold; and I there- 
^ fore supposed that on any person beating a brah^ 
" mm with a stick he would be thereby turned into 
" gold : Covetous of this gain, I also beat the brah-r - 
mins : not one is changed into gold ; but mis- 
chief has ensued. The magistrate sent for the 
merchant, and asked, What is it that this barber 
saith } The merchant replied. He was my servant, 
" and some days ago went out of his mind. The 
" magistrate gave credit to the meichant*s assertion, 
and drove away the barber/* 

The panbt having finished this stoiy, sakl to Kho 
jisteh, Now arise." She stood up, and was in- 
clined to go, when the cock crowed, and the dawQ 
appearing, her departure was delayed. 
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TALE THE THIRTT-SECOND. 

The Frogf the Bee, and the Bird, who 
JcUled the Elephant. 

# 

^^H£N the sun was sunk into the west, and moon- 
shine appeared, Khojisteh went to the parrot, and 
asked leave. The panot said, *^ Rejoice, my mis- 
tress ! be not in the least thoughtful ; I will most 
undoubtedly exert myself m your business, and 
bring about your meeting with your loren" Kho- 
jisteh answered, 0 thou greencoat ! notwithstand- 
ing you and I, with one mind, exert our jouit en- 
deavouis, yet they produce uo etfcct. I know not 
why my stars are so unpropitious." The parrot 
replied, Know you not, madam, that^ once on a 
time, a frog, a bee, and a bird, by means of their 
unanimity, vanquished an dephant, the most tre- 
mendous of all beasts : how is it, then, that our 

joint 
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*' joint exertions cannot effect our purpose?" Kho- 

jbteh desiring to know the stoiy. 

The parrot began: In a certain city was a tree 
resembling a loand umbrella, 'wherein an inofien- 
sive Saweh* had laid her e^. One day an ele- 
phant came there, and began scrubbing his body 
against the trunk of the tree, and, from the vio^ 
lence of the shock, the eggs fell out of the tree. ^ 

" The poor Saweh fluttered about In great perturba- 
tion, beat herself against the branches, and wept; 
but what can a flea do in opposition to an ele- 
. phant? The Saweh said to herself, A powerful 
enemy must be subdued by art and stratagem. — 

" She had a friend, another bird,, called the Long- 
bill, to whom she repaked, and, making her com- . 
plaint, said;» An elephant has oppressed me ! con- 
trive some stratagem to revenge me on him ; for 
friends are serviceable to us when we are labourr 

• 

ing under misfortunes. The bird said. It is an 
arduous undertaking to war with an elephant, and 

'* without assistance cannot succeed. 1 have a fi lend, 
*^ a Bee, who is remarkable for his wisdom ; him I 

2 P " will 

« 

• A hitle bird, resembling a sparrow, with a red head. 
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^ w31 consult They accordingly went together to 
" the bee^ and set forth all the circumstances, WheQ 

he heard the ease, he expressed his apprehensions, • 

and said^ I have long devoted myself to the senice 

of my friends; however, out of sincere regard, I 
^* wish that this story may be told to the general of 

the army of frogs. Thereupon the Saweh, the fiee, 
" and the Lungbiil, all three went togediei to the 
" Fiog ; they acquainted him with the particulars, 

and entreated his assistance. The frog expressed 
" great concern at the destruction of the eggs, and 

said. Make your mind easy; for, by art, even a 
" mountain may be levehed. The frog added. There 

now* occurs to my mind a stratagem whereby the 
" elephant may be overcome, and which is this : Let 

the bee approach the elephant's ear, and vex him 
^' with a continued gentle buzzing; and when iie is 
** furious, the bird with the long bill shall apply the 

point of his beak to the elephant's eyes, and pluck 

them both out, and turn his light in this world 

into darkness. Some days afterwards, when he . 

is tormented with thirst, I will get before him, 
^' and begin croaking ; he will know my voice, and 

say to himelf. There must be water in a place 

where 
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where there are frogs : then^ following me, he 
shall plunge into such a place that he shall not 
be able to get out of it ; and as no one shall hear 

" his cry, after striving some days he will die of him- 
self. Thus they acted, and by art and stratagem 

" killed the elephant** 

The parrot having brought the tale to this part, 
said to Khojisteh, ** Two or three feeble animals 
" formed a resolutioD, and destroyed sudh a mighty 

elephant. We two persons, with our resolutions, 
" how can we fail accomplishing our desire? Now 

arise quickly and go to your lover." Khojisteh 
wanted to have gone ; at that instant the cock crowed, 
imd the dawn appearing^ her departure was ddened. 
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TALE THE THmTT-THIRD. 

The Emperor of China, in a dream, falls 
in love with the Queen of Room. 

When the sun had set, and the moon was lised, 
Khojisteb, full of thought, went to the parrot, and 
said, 0 thou^ who art my associate! I have h'eaid 
that some one asked a great man. What is love I 
He answered^ Love is a kind of death in the midst 
of life. Now this same love, which is my occo- 
pation, is arrived at such a pitch that I wish to 
relmquish it altogether^ and not even to mention 
the word kue in fiiture." The parrot said, O 
Khojisteh, there is a wide difference between speak* 
ing and acting. What relation hath love vAA pa- 
^ tience ? and can the k>ver exist without the mi»- 
tress? Ifawoman could live (continued he) uacon- 
^ nected with man, then the queen of Room had re- 
^ mained single ; but notwithstanding she had for 
^ years felt an aversion towards man, she at last 
took unto herself a husband." Khojisteh asked— 
What kind of story is this r 

i The 



Digitized by Google 



i? Of^ ;/ Z'^. 

jy h yf ) 

-'y. ^' /rt"^ pr. ^;r»!;^ 



Digitized by GoogI 



156 

The parrot said — " It is thus related : Once on 
a time^ there was an emperor of China, who had 
a wise vizier. One day, wiien the emperor was 

^ asleep, the vifier, having come to consult him on* 
some affairs of government, awaked him. . The 

*' emperor, oa being roused from his sleep, drew his 
swQid, and pursued the vizier, who fled fiom his 

*^ presence, and escaped into another house. The 

* 

emperor smote his hands together, rent his gar- 
ments, and uttered exclamaUons. The ministers 
of state said, W hat has befallen you ? He an- 

** swered. At that juncture I saw in a dream a place 
where was a woman surpassing in beauty all I 

" have ever beheld. Sometimes she kissed my hands, 
' and sometimes I placed my bead on her feet ; 

" at that instant the vizier awaked me out of the 

• 

dream. In short, the emperor was continually 
contemplating that form. He had another vizier, 
who was a skilfiil limner ; to ban he described 
the het, and the vizier drew the picture. He 

" erected a hermitage on the high road^ where he 
attended every day ; and to every person who ar- 
rived from a distant country he shewed this pic- 

^ ture, and asked. Have you seen or heard of any 

2 Q " woman 
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woman resembling this portrait ? But no person 
answered in the affirmative. After some time, a 

** traveller came into the hermitage, to whom the 
vuier shewed the portrait, and asked him about - 
it The traveller said, 1 know this face very well ; 
this is the portnut of the Queen of Room : after 
this, he was lavish in her praise, and said. With all 
this beauty she will not many. The vizier asked. 
Do you know any reason why she does not like 
to marry? He answered, I do know the reason, 

" which is this : Once on a time the queen was sit-* 
ing in a smnmer-liouse situated in a garden, where, 

** on the top of a tree, a peaheii had deposited her 
eggs. Suddenly the garden was struck with light- 

" ning, which burnt all the trees; when, the flames 
approaching that tree, the peacock, unable to sup- 
port the heat of the fire, inhumanely quitted the 
nest ; but the hen, from her affection for the eggs, • 

" remained with them and was burnt. When the 

" queen saw this want of feeling in the. male, she 
exclaimed. Men are very faithless ! I vow to my- 
self never to speak of a man ! Accordingly years 

" have elapsed without her having menti^oncd the 
name of a man. When the vizier heard this dis- 

" course, 
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*' course, he went to the emperor and said. From 
the isf that I drew the pictare of the woman 
" whom your Majesty saw in a dream^ I have been 
^ stationed on the road ; and whenever a traveller 
" arrived from afar, I asked him if be knew such 
" a face. To-day aiiivcd a traveller, to whom I 
shewed the picture, and he said. This is the por- 
trait of the Queen of Koom. The emperor was 
highly pleased at this discovery, and said. This very 
day some person must be sent to the territory of 
" Room, to require the queen in mairiage for me. 
The vizier said. The queen has agreed with her- 
self never to accept of a husband. The emperor 
asked. What mystery is there in this resolution 
formed by the queen } The vizier related, as he 
" had heard fifom the traveller, the story of die pea- 
^ cock. The emperor said. What ought to be done} 
The vizier answered. If I am commanded, I my- 
self will go, and shew her your picture ; and, as 
" you fell m love with her appearance in a dream, 
** she, whilst awake, will be enamoured of your por- 
tnut The emperor replied. It wiU be well. The 
" vizier immediately took his leave, and set out for 

' ''Room, 



Digitized by Google 



^ j^l^J j-J} ^ C''^-' >^ ^'V 

^\ ^r^l %,t Lj, J- 

o;l /;^; c^l;i 

* 



Digitized by Googit 



< 

Room, where he passed himself off for a painter. 
Whenthequeen heard of his skilly she commaiided 
him to be brought, in order that he might exer- 
dse his art in her palace, and decorate it with as 
many portraits as he was able to delineate. The 

" vizier repaired to the queen s palace, and painted 
the emperor's portrait, with the beasts in theme* 
nagerie. The queen, on viewing these paintings, 
was struck with amazement ; she asked, Whos^ 

*^ picture is that, and what place is here represented } 

" The vizier answered. It is the portrait of the Em- 
peror of China ; this is his bull; and these are his 

*^ beasts, deer and lawns. One day, as the empe- 
ror was sitting in a balcony belonging to a suin- 
mer-house, a deer brought thither a fawn. Sud- 

** denly the river overflowed its banks, when the doe, 
not having Tesolution to face the water, separated 
, herself at a distance from her young ; that is the 
representation of the female running away : but 

" the buck, having more natural affection, staid there 
with the fawn and was drowned^ May it please 
your Majesty, from the day he saw such inhu- 
manity committed by the doe, he has never men- 

" tioned the name of woman. When the queen had 

''heard 
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heard .iiis relation, and perceived that the empe- 

ror*s adventure was similar to her own, she said 
to the painter. The emperor's case is paralkl with 

^ mine : I, from having seen the inhumanity of the 
peacock,. forsook the society of man ; whilst he, 

" on viewing the insensibili^ of the doe, resolved 
not to mention the name of woman. If an alii- 
ance could be formed between us, how ddightfiil 
it would be! In short, the next day, the queen 

** sent an ambassador to the emperor of China, and 
consented to marry him." 

When the parrot had proceeded thus far with the 
tale, he observed to Khojisteh, My mistress, you 

say you will abandon your friend ; if every person 
had persisted in this course, the Queen of Room 
would not have married the Emperor of China. 
" Get up now, and be going to your friend.'* Kho- 
jisteh wanted to have done so ; instantly the cock 
crowed, and the dawn appearing, her departure was 
deferred. 
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TALE THE THIRTY-FOURTH. 

The Elk and the Ass, who are loth taken 

Prisoners* 

When the sun was set, and the moon appeared, 
Khojisteh went to the. parrot to ask leave> and said, 
^ Thou who art the depository of my secret, I have 
thus heard — That Omar AbduDah ul A^eez slept 
" neither day nor night. They asked him. Why do 
" not you sleep at some appointed time ? He an- 
swered. If I should sleep during the night, God 
would not be worshipped ; and were I to take 
" rest in the day-time, my subjects would suffer : 
therefore I do not take any r^lar rest 0 par* 
" rot ! 1 also am afraid that, by obliging my friend, 
I may lose my husband ; and that if I am faith* 
ful to him, my lover will be jealous and dissatis- 
** fied : I therefore wish to relinquish both, and con- 
'* ceal myself with the veil of chastity.*' The par- 
rot 
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rot said^ Khojisteb> continence is veiy cpmmend- 
able^ but there is a time for all things ; at pre- 

*^ sGiit, it is as unpleasant as the ass's song." Kiio- 

jistch ubked, " What kind of story is that ?" 
The parrot said — ^They have thus related: Once 

^ on a tiine^ an ass had contracted friendship with an 
elk, and they grazed together on the same spot. 
One night> in the season of spring, the ass and 

*' the elk happened to be grazing together. Ail of 

" a sudden the ass was in high spirits, and said to 
the elk. In this delightful night, whilst the garden 
diffuses its sweets, and the air scatters musk all 
around us^ if I were to sing, how pleasant it would 
be ! The elk said to the ass. What discourse are 

" you uttering ? You may be able to converse about 
pack-saddles and fullers, but your voice is harsh 

*^ beyond all comparison ; what business has an ass 

^ with singiQg i We have got into this giarden by 
stealth, and if you should now begin braying, the 
gardener, being awakened, will call other men to 
his assistance, when you and I shall be made pri- 
soners. Just as when some thieves, having got 
into the house of a rich man, found in a comer 

" a vessel full of wine, which having seized, and 

placed 
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placed before them, th^ sdd^ Let us now drink 

** this liquor> till it shall be time tD oommit the rob- 
beiy. When they had drunken the wine, they 
began to bawl and to sing : the master of the house 
awoke, gathered together his servants, seized the 
thieves, and put them in bonds. The ass replied, 
I am a citizen, and you a countiy boor ; what 

" judge are you of singing ? Positively I will sing : 
what harm will it do you to hear me ? In short; 
the ass began braying, which awakened the gar- 

'* dener and the master of the house, who bound 

" them both/' 

The parrot having finished this discourse, said to 
Khpjisteh, My mistress, whosoever doth not actcon^w 
'* formably to circumstances will meet wiiii this fate ; 
** I would, therefore, advise you to observe all times. 

Arise, and go quickly to your friend/' Khojisteb 
wanted to have gone:— at that instant the cock 
crowed, and the dawn appearing, her departure was 
dcferfcd. 
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XALE THE THIRTT-FIFTH. 

A King falls in love. — Khojisteh is put to 

death by the hands of Aliemun. 

Vi^HEN the sun descended into die west, and the 

mcx)a appeared in the east> Khojisteh went to the 
panot^ and said> I have wauted on you many nights 
and ^ go away without accomphshing my desire: 
" preserve thy allegiance to my salt : sprinkle not 
^' so much sal) upon my wound, but quickly give 
me leave;*' The parrot said, My mistress, this 
night I will exert every means In my power, and 
cany you to your lover. However, if you disco* 
ver your secret to any one besides myself, con- 
tiive like die daughter of the Empeior of Room, 
who established her reputation for virtu^." Kho- 
jistdi asked, How is that i 

The parrot beg^n : Once on a time there was 
a king whose dominions bordered on the territorf 

2S ''of . 

« # 
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' of Boom. One day the viziisr said to the king: The 

emperor of Room has a beautiful daughter; it would 
*^ be well were he to give her in marriagie to your 

xxyijesty. Th^ Idog was pleased at. the vizier's dis- 
** course, and immediately sent an ambassador to the 

* 

eihpeior of Boom, with valuable presents, and to 

ask ills daughter in marriage. The emperor c( 
Room was not satisfied with Ae proposal. On 
that the ambassador returned, without having ef- . 
*' fected his purpose. The king, vrith a large army, 
invaded the territory of Boom, and desolated the 
'* country. The emperor of Room, being reduced to 
" great straits, gave his daughter to the king. The 
princess had a son by a former marriage; which 
** circumstance the emperor, her fisrther, charged her 
" never to divulge to the king. When she came to 
** the king's palace, she was continually grieving at 
being separated from h^ son. She wanted to 
contrive some means of discovering the affair to 
^ the king. It happened that one day the king havmg 
made her a present of a casket full of jewels, she 
*' saiii. My father lias a slave very skilful in jewels; 
" if he were now here, he would discrimmate mi* 
nutely between the good and the bad. The king 

said. 
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^ sud. If I were to ask that dave of your father, 
would he part with him to me ? She answered, 
" No ; because he considers him as his adopted son : 
^ but if jcur majesty is desirous to have him> I will 
send a merchant with certain tokens from me to 
him, and who, dluriug him by promises of promo- 
tion, may perhaps engage him to come. Accord- 
ingly the kmg sent to Room an u^telligentmerchant, 
with articles of trade.> The emperor's daughter . 
^ sdd privately to the merchant. He is not a slave, 
but my own son, although, for particular reasons, 
I have told the king he is a bondman ; you must 
not treat bun Gke a slave. In short, the mer- 
chant, after some time had elapsed, brought him 
to the king, who, on beholding his beautiful coun- 
tenance, and percdving his good capacity, was 
greatly pleased, and bestowed on the merchant a 
''dress of state, 'with other valuable gifts. The 
** youth s mother saw bun from a distance, and was 
" delighted with salutations and messages. It hap- 
« ^ pened that one day, when the king vrent a huntmg, 
^' the wife called her son into the palace, kissed his 
^ head and face, and, bidding adieu to sorrow, con- 
versed with him freely. The porter bemg ap- 

priced 
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prised of ttus mysteiy, entertained unfavourable 

suspicions ; and when the king returned^ told him 
what he had discovered. The king was afBictedy 
and siud to himself^ This woman, by practising de* 
celt, has brought her iover here. Immediately he 
entered the haram ; the woman, plainly perceiving 

" tbat the king had learnt the circumstances of the 
preceding night, said. Why are you thOughtfql i 

*^ The king rejoined. Why should I not be tiiought- 
fill ? You, !by your artifice, have called your gal* 
lant hither from Room, and have lain with him: 

" what audaciousness and impudence is this? He 

i 

wanted to have punished her, but was restrained 

by his affection. He said to himself, I must re^ 
venge myself on this boy. He accordingly said 

*^ to some one. Take this boy into a private place, 
and inimediateiy separate his head from his body. 
The man, when he took him fixnn thence, said to 
him, 0 youth ! were you not apprised that she is 

** the Kng's wife, and wAy did you go in ? He said, 
I am her own son by a former husband ; she is 
my mothci , through dchcacy she avoided men- 
tioning it to the king. You have the power either 
to kill me, or to spare my life ; I have told the 

''truth. 
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truth. Tlie executioner, on hearing these words, 
was filled with compassion^ and said to himself. 
Perhaps this secret will one day be discovered to 
^ the king, who may require the boy at my hands, 
and will then repent. It is, at all events, most 
" adviseable that this boy should not be killed for 
^ some time : in short, he did not pnt him to death. 
The next day he went to the king and said, I have 
killed the boy. The king's anger was a litde 
abated, but he had no confidence remaining in his 
*' wife. The queen wondered what would be the 
issue ; her son being slain, and her husband's af- 
fection lost. In the palace was an old woman, 
^ who said to the queen, I perceive you are fiiQ of 
" thought She communicated to the oU woman 
" the whole of her story. The old woman said. 
Set your heart at ease; I will contrive it so, that 
the king will be pleased with you. The queen 
''.answered, O mother! only ease this pmn, and I 
will fill your lap and pockets with jewels. In sh(»t, 
one day tlie old woman perceiving the king thought- 
*^ ful, said, I observe that your majesty is sad. The 
^* king answered, Alas ! my mother, I have a pain 
which cannot be fully described ; and whidi is 

2 T " this — 
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" this — My wife sciU to iiooni for a slave, who is 
her gtflant ; I have killed the slave^ but caqoot 
prevail on myself to put to death my wife; because 
" my Suspicions may be true, or they may be &Ise; 

The old woman said, I have an amuiet ; whei^ 
" your wife is asleep, place it on her bosom, and 
whatever she says in her sleep will be true. The 
king said. Bring the amulet quickly. The old 
woman gave it to the king immediately; and then 
going to the queen, told her. When the king shall 
" plaee the amulet on your bosom, feign yourself 
asleep, and tell the whole stoiy truly. After the 
" first watch of the night, the kmg having placed the 
^ amulet on his wife's bosom, she related all the par** 
*' ticulars about her former husband,, and her son. 
" When the king comprehended the story, he kissed 
*' his wife's face and hair, and sakl. Why did youcon- 
" ceal from me this secret ? The wife said. Because 
I was ashamed. The king immediately sent for 
the murderer, and said. Where is the tomb of the 
youth you killed ? llie man answered, 1 did not 
kill him ; he is still alive. The king was gready 
delighted hereat, and immediately ordered the boy 
to be produced. T)^ man brought him, and when 

the 
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" the mother saw her son, she embucea 
praised God." 

I'hc panot, having brought the tale to this pe- 
riod, said to Khojisteh, My mistress, do you also, 
^ if any difficulty should occur, assert your own 
" purity. Now arise, and go to your friend." Kho- 
jisteh wanted to have gone; instantly the cock 
crowed, and dawn appearing, her departure was de- 
fened. 

It so happened that on that very day Miemun 
returned from his journey. Upon not seeing the 
Sharuck, he asked what was become of her ? Kho- 
jisteh had not yet opened her lips in order to have 
given an answer, when the parrot said, " Require 

• 

of me a relation of all the adventures of the Sba- 
" ruck and of Khojisteh." A^emun said, Speak !" 
The parrot related to Miemun, from beginning to 
end, all the particulars of Khojisteb falling in love 
with the young man, and how the Sharuck was 
killed by the hands of Khojisteh. Miemun unme* 
diately put an end to the life <tf Khojisteh. 

FINIS. 
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